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ARE YOU GOING UP? UP? 





The Lethbridge Aircraft Co.,Lid. 


Capitalized: 100 Equal Shares 
£70,000. 00 of $100.00 Each 


The day of commercial aviation ts | aside from the large dividends expect- 
here. It has been successfully proven | ed by the company, the fact of bring- 
to the world that wonderful stride jes will | ing this district so prominently before 

| be made in the coming transportation, the world, and the monetary value of 
and it is only right and proper that the the enterprise will be a great asset to 
pioneer enterprise should be promoted {| Southern Alberta. 
by qualified and experienced local av- Some twenty odd aviation compan- 
iators with the support of the commun- | jes are now operating in Canada and 
ity, otherwise the field will be expton- | {roa information we have personally 


ed by outsiders. obtamed each one of them are financ- 
The company’s machines will fly 1 ially successful. 

under the name of “Lethbridge,” thus ° ft is a positive fact that one person 

assuring this progressive city of aplace 1 out of every five will pay for a flight in 

on the aero map of Canada. | Lethbridge and vicinity, the same per- 


It is to the direct benéfit of every | centage has held good in other local- 
citizen and business man of Lethbridge ities, therefore the Lethbridge Aircraft 
and district to support this proposition - Co. will be self-supporting from the 
from a public spirited stand point: first. 


Then, Ate You Going to Fly This Summer ? 


ASK YOUR FRIEND AND SEND IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FOR STOCK TO— 


LETHBRIDGE AIRCRAFT CO., LTD. 


co A. B. HOGG, Empress Block, Lethbridge. 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 23 April 1920. 
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PREFACE 


The purpose of this book is to record the history of civil aviation of the 


Lethbridge region from 1911, when the first flight took place, until 1940 when World 
War II curtailed civil aviation. 


Many individuals are unaware of the long aviation tradition of the city of 
Lethbridge. The first airplane flight took place in the city only eight years after 
the worlds' first successful powered flight. In the early 1920's the Lethbridge 
Aircraft Company was one of Canada's most active flying companies. In 1927 the only 
operational civil aircraft in all of Alberta was based in Lethbridge! In the 1930's 
G.G. Ross of St. Kilda, Alberta became known as Canada's "Flying Rancher", When TCA 
began flying across Canada in 1938 Lethbridge was one of its most important bases. 
During World War II the Lethbridge Airport was an important training base for the 
British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP). This aviation tradition continues 
today as Lethbridge is home base for one of Canada's most successful regional air 
carriers; Time Air. Time Air was founded by the "Flying Rancher's" son "Stub" Ross. 


It should be pointed out that two aspects of aviation are not covered in this 
book. Those are the activities of the Air Force and Gliding. 


From 1921 until 1932 the Canadian Air Force (Royal Canadian Air Force after 
1924) operated a base at High River. The main purpose of this base was for forestry 
patrol. One of these patrols went from High River south to the Waterton Lakes. The 
Air Force maintained a small sub-base at Pincher Creek. 


As Gliding did not come under the authority of the Civil Aviation Department 
until 1947 it has been omitted from the text. It should, however, be mentioned that 
in the 1930's Lethbridge was home base for one of the most active glider clubs in 
North Americal The history of the Lethbridge Gliding Club has been published in the 
Canadian Aviation Historical Society Journal (Vol. 20, No. 1, 1982). 
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ANTRODUCTION 


This section contains a chronology of aviation events in the Lethbridge region of 
Southern Alberta from 1911 to 1940. 
1911 
14 JULY 1911. E.B. Ely made 2 flights from the Exhibition grounds at Lethbridge 
using a Curtiss biplane. 
1918 


27 JULY 1918. Miss Katherine Stinson completed 2 flights in a Curtiss type biplane 
at the annual Lethbridge Fair. 


1919 
7 AUGUST 1919. E.C. Hoy arrived at 6:22 p.m. in Lethbridge, having become the first 


person to fly across the Canadian Rockies. He had left Vancouver at 4:15 a.m. that 
morning in a Curtiss JN-4 (CAN). 


1920 
24 MARCH 1920. Lethbridge Aircraft Co. Ltd. formed. 


20 APRIL 1920. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. Ltd. offered shares for sale in their 
new company. 


20 MAY 1920. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. Ltd. received its first airplane, a 
Curtiss JN-4 (CAN). The aircraft had arrived from Toronto on the train. 


29 MAY 1920. The Lethbridge Aircraft Company's JN-4 (CAN) was test flown by J.E. 
Palmer. 


30 MAY 1920. First passengers, J.S. Kirkham and Dr. Horning, were taken for an air- 
plane ride in Lethbridge Aircraft Company's JN-4 (CAN). The pilot was J.E. Palmer. 


13 JULY 1920. J.E. Palmer gave a flying exhibition over the City of Lethbridge to 
advertise the Locklear film "The Great Air Robbery" which was showing at the Colonial 
Theatre. During the exhibition flight, H.H. Fitzsimmons demonstrated wing walking. 


9 AUGUST 1920. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. received an aerial camera. The company 
was given a contract to photograph the Noble Foundation Farms from the air. 


AUGUST 1920. Major Hobbs, from the Canadian Air Force in Ottawa, visited 
Lethbridge. The purpose of his visit was to inspect the operation of the Lethbridge 
Aircraft Co. and to test J.E. Palmer for a commercial pilot licence. 


28 AUGUST 1920. The Curtiss JN-4 (CAN) of Lethbridge Aircraft Co. was registered as 
G-CABX. 


15 SEPTEMBER 1920. J.E. Palmer of Lethbridge was issued with a Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #64. 
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Sir Alexander Galt Museum 


John Woslyng 











Katherine Stinson at Lethbridge July 1918. 
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John Woslyng 


Glenbow Archives 





Lethbridge Aircraft Co. JN-4 (CAN) at Lethbridge circa 1920. 
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11. OCTOBER 1920. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. airplane returned to Lethbridge after 
completing a barnstorming tour to Medicine Hat and District. 


By the end of 1920, the Lethbridge Aricraft Co. reported that it had flown over 
22,000 miles. 

1921 
16 MAY 1921. First flight of the season was made in Lethbridge by J.E. Palmer. 


27 MAY 1921. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. was hired to take films of the Crows’ Nest 
Pass area for a motion picture company from Calgary. Over 200 feet of film was shot. 


15 JUNE 1921. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. advertised that it would fly passengers 


from Lethbridge to Albion Ridge for the opening of the Lethbridge Northern Irrigation 
Project. 


16 JUNE 1921. Rain prevented the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. from flying to Albion Ridge. 


16 JULY 1921. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. airplane gave passenger rides at the Red 
Deer Fair. 


9 AUGUST 1921. C.0O. Prest and L.M. Bach arrived from the U.S. in a modified Curtiss 
Jenny en route to Siberia. This became the first U.S. airplane to land at Lethbridge. 


10 AUGUST 1921. A flying exhibition was put on at Lethbridge by Prest, Bach, Palmer 
and Fitzsimmons. 


AUGUST 1921. Palmer and Fitzsimmons agreed to accompany Prest and Bach on their 
flight to Siberia. Later Palmer and Fitzsimmons were forced to abandon this trip, as 
they did not have the fuel capacity required for the long flight. 


1 OCTOBER 19921. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. airplane thrilled crowds at Coalhurst. 
At the end of 1921 the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. reported that they had flown over 
30,000 miles during the year. A further report stated that they would be giving up 
exhibition flying in favour of operating a school to train new pilots. 

1922 


25 FEBRUARY 1922. Palmer and Fitzsimmons reported that they planned to fly to 


Ottawa in July. The purpose of the flight was to advertise the city and promote 
their company's flying school. 


20 APRIL 1922. Palmer and Fitzsimmons announced that their proposed flight to 


Ottawa would leave Lethbridge on June 21. Permission was granted by the Post Office 
to carry air mail on the flight. 


20 MAY 1922. The Lethbridge Daily Herald printed the first chapter of "The Sky 


Hoboes", This series described the flying exploits of Palmer and Fitzsimmons. The 
series continued weekly, until June 30th. 


17 JUNE 1922. The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. airplane made its first flight of the 
season. 


21 JUNE 1922. Palmer and Fitzsimmons left Lethbridge at 3:12 PM for Ottawa. 
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25 JUNE 1922, The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. airplane was wrecked at Minot, North 
Dakota, when a car was driven in front of it during a landing. 


JULY 1922. Palmer and Fitzsimmons arrived back in Lethbridge by train with the 
remains of their airplane. 


10 JULY 1922. "The Sky Hoboes" a book by H.H. Fitzsimmons was advertised for sale 
at 50 cents per copy. 
1924 


21 MAY 1924, An air taxi service between Lethbridge and Waterton Lakes was 


announced. H.H. Fitzsimmons purchased a 150 HP Standard J~-1 biplane which was being 
assembled in Lethbridge. 


15 JUNE 1924, A Standard J-1 biplane owned by H.H. Fitzsimmons was registered as 
G-CAEO. 


17 JUNE 1924. W.L. Rutledge flew H.H. Fitzsimmons to the High River Air Station in 
his Standard J-1. The purpose of the trip was to have the airplane inspected. In 
addition, W.L. Rutledge and H.H. Fitzsimmons were tested for aviation licences. 

17 JUNE 1924. W.L. Rutledge was issued with a Commercial Pilot Certificate #19. 

1 JULY 1924. Mayor Hardie of Lethbridge became the first civic official in the west 


to use an airplane for calling on a sister city, when he was flown by J.E. Palmer to 
Ft. MacLeod to attend Golden Jubilee Celebrations. 


14 JULY 1924. J.E. Palmer flew Lethbridge businessman Mark Rogers to his oil well 
near Coutts. 


30 JULY 1924. Southern Alberta Air Lines (Palmer and Fitzsimmons) advertised that 


on August 3rd they would inaugurate a flying service between Lethbridge and Waterton 
Lakes. 


7 AUGUST 194. H.H. Fitzsimmons was issued with Air Engineers Certificate #247. 
13 AUGUST 1924. The aircraft owned by H.H. Fitzsimmons was badly damaged at Pincher 
Creek when a wheel sank in a badger hole during takeoff for Lethbridge. 

1927 


6 JUNE 1927. The subject of a new airport, to be located in the Fairmont sub- 
division, was discussed at City Council meeting. 


13. JUNE 1927. Lethbridge Commercial Airways made a request to City Council for the 
use of some city land from which to operate an airplane. 


28 JUNE 197. The City of Lethbridge made an application for an Air Harbour for the 
city. 


6 JULY 197. A Swallow Airplane from Great Falls landed at Lethbridge. This was 
the first airplane to land at the city in almost 3 years. 


20 JULY 1927. J.E. Palmer announced he would bring a new airplane to the city the 
next week. The airplane was being inspected at High River. 
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Glenbow Archives 


Stan Green 





Mayor Hardie of Lethbridge with Standard J-1 airplane circa 1924. 
J.E. Palmer, pilot, is seated in the cockpit. 





Photo - Public Archives Canada 


PURPLE LABEL 


PLANE 


Will take up passengers this 
(Wednesday) Afternoon and 
Evening at the Aerodrome, 
Lethbridge. See us at the 
field for a flight. 


GREAT WESTERN AIRWAYS 


LIMITED 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 27 June 1928. 
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9-10 AUGUST 1927. J.E. Palmer made over 20 passenger flights at the Cardston fair. 


22 AUGUST 1927. A Standard J-1 biplane, G-CAHU, was registered to Lethbridge 
Commercial Airways. 


12 SEPTEMBER 1927. J.E. Palmer dropped tickets over the City of Lethbridge. The 
winning ticket holder received a free airplane ride to Waterton Lakes. 


13. SEPTEMBER 1927. The winner of the free airplane ride to Waterton Lakes was Miss 
Elsie Lippenwell. 


25 SEPTEMBER 1927. J.E. Palmer and C.B. Elliott flew to Waterton Lakes. 

OCTOBER 1927. C.B. Elliott of Lethbridge Commercial Airways reported that the 
company had ceased flying for the season. The company further reported that, in the 
spring of 1928, they planned to operate a weekly flying schedule to Waterton Lakes. 

13 OCTOBER 1927. Lethbridge Air Harbour was licenced as a customs port of entry for 
airplanes. 


1928 


13. MARCH 1928. The Purple Label Airline Ltd. was formed. The company was owned by 
Emil Sick of the Lethbridge Brewing Co. 


24 MARCH 1928, J.E. Palmer, along with F.R. McCall were hired to fly the Stinson 
Detroiter Biplane for The Purple Label Airline. The aircraft was based at Calgary. 


29 APRIL 1928. The Purple Label Airline's Stinson Detroiter arrived from Detroit, 
at Bowness Flying Field near Calgary. 


JUNE 1928. Great Western Airways Ltd. was formed in Calgary. The company took over 
The Purple Label Airline. 


13 JUNE 1928. Lethbridge Commercial Airways airplane made its first flight of the 
season. The aircraft was then owned by C.B. Elliott. 


14 JUNE 1928. Lethbridge Commercial Airways Ltd. completed a small hangar on the 
north side of the airport. 


20 JUNE 1928, The Lethbridge Commercial Airways airplane was flown to Calgary by 
J.E. Palmer with C.B. Elliott as passenger. 


23 JUNE 1928. The Lethbridge Commercial Airways airplane was badly damaged during 
an attempted takeoff at Bowness Flying Field. Neither pilot, J.E. Palmer nor 
passenger C.B. Elliott, was injured. 


27 JUNE 1928. The Purple Label Plane arrived in Lethbridge to take up passengers. 


4 )=6AUGUST 1928. R. Leferink, of Wyoming Airways arrived in Lethbridge on a sales 
tour with a new Alexander Eaglerock biplane. 


24 OCTOBER 1928. The Ross Ranch was visited by a group of U.S. cattlemen in an 
airplane flown from Great Falls by E.T. Vance. 
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30 NOVEMBER 1928. A proposal was put forth to form a local branch of Great Western 
Airways in Lethbridge. Among the local supporters were A.G. Baalim, H.R. Carson, 
C.B. Elliott, J.S. Kirkham, G.A. Rice, and G.G. Ross. The company planned to have an 
air service that would connect to both Calgary and Great Falls. One of the boosters, 
G.G. Ross, was considering the purchase of his own airplane. 


1929 


15 FEBRUARY 1929. F.R. McCall flew to Lethbridge from Calgary in 55 minutes with 3 
passengers on board the Stinson Detroiter. 


17 FEBRUARY 1929. F.R. McCall flew Dr. Wray from Lethbridge to Skiff where two men 
had been injured in an explosion. The men were then flown back to Lethbridge. Deep 
snow had made normal methods of transportation difficult. 


23 FEBRUARY 1929. F.R. McCall landed at Lethbridge en route to Calgary from Shelby, 
Montana with 100 quarts of nitro-glycerin on board the Stinson Detroiter. 


21 MARCH 1929. G.G. Ross of St. Kilda purchased a new Curtiss Robin Monoplane from 
E.T. Vance of Great Falls, Montana. G.G. Ross and E.T. Vance were to pick up the 
airplane at St. Louis and fly it back to Great Falls. 

3 APRIL 1929. R.A. Kern of Taber was issued with a Private Pilot Certificate #251. 


1 MAY 1929. Southern Alberta Air Lines Ltd. was formed in Lethbridge by C.B. 
Elliott. The company had on order a new Gipsy Moth biplane. 


24 MAY 1929. Joe Patton, chief pilot for Southern Alberta Air Lines, arrived in 
Lethbridge with a new Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ. 


9 JUNE 1929. Joe Patton and C.B. Elliott returned to Lethbridge, having completed a 
tour of Eastern Alberta and Saskatchewan. The company reported that they had 14 
students enrolled for pilot training. 


11 JUNE 1929. C.B. Elliott was issued with Air Engineers Certificate #437. 


16 JUNE 199. A Gispy Moth, CF-ADJ, was registered to Southern Alberta Air Lines of 
Lethbridge. 


28 JUNE 1929. R.A. Kern of Taber was issued with Commercial Pilot Certificate #476. 


27 JULY 1929. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ was damaged at Medicine 
Hat when hit by a twister. 


9 AUGUST 1929. Joe Patton accepted a position as Chief Flying Instructor for the 
Calgary Aero Club. 


17 AUGUST 1929. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was test flown after 
repairs. R.A. Kern was appointed as chief pilot for the company. 


23 AUGUST 1929. Z.L. Leigh, first student to solo with Southern Alberta Air Lines, 
signed up for a commercial pilots course. He was hired by the company to teach air 
navigation to new students. 


1 SEPTEMBER 1929. C.B. Elliott, manager of Southern Alberta Air Lines, made his 
first solo flight. 
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Special Fall Rates 


For Student Aviation 


Training 
Offered by 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA AIRLINES, LTD. 


Full 15 hours, permitting of private license may now be 
secured for $200 
Solo time, following tuition, $10 per hour 
All training by experienced, licensed pilots 
A small deposit down, pay as you fly 
PHONE 4008 





C. B. ELLIOTT, MANAGER 


Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 20 October 1930. 


COME TO LETHBRIDGE 
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nd Wonder 


WHEN 50 PLANES OF THE 


NATIONAL AIR TOUR 


“Wide Open" at Lethbridge, September 19th 


S$ ELE, a 
FRANK M. HAWKS, the Speed Demon, in his “Mystery Ship” 


Performing at 250 Miles Per Hour 
GEORGE HALDEMAN, Trans-Atlantic Flyer 
WATCH THEM COME! THEY WILL START ARRIVING IN LETHBRIDGE AT 10.00 A.M. 
SPONSORED BY 


The City of Lethbridge 


A Special Invitation is extended to Out-of-Town Visitors to witness the Greatest Air Show in the 
History of Western Canada 


ADMISSION 25¢ CHILDREN UNDER 10 FREE 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 17 September 1930. 
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3 SEPTEMBER 1929. J.H. Gidman of Taber, Alberta was issued with a Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #548. 


hk SEPTEMBER 1929. Captain Parkinson, from Montreal, arrived in Lethbridge in a 
Curtiss Robin. Captain Parkinson was on a tour of Western Canada promoting his 
company, Curtiss-Reid Aircraft of Montreal. 


5 SEPTEMBER 1929. A Curtiss Robin, CF-AHH, was registered to Vance Air Service of 
Lethbridge. 


9 SEPTEMBER 1929. L.E. Cook of Pincher Creek was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #547. 


14 SEPTEMBER 1929. R. Leferink of Lethbridge was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #536. 


7 OCTOBER 1929. Lethbridge dealer (Henderson Bros.) delivered a Kolster radio set 
by air to a customer in Iron Springs. 


9 OCTOBER 1929. Don Kepler delivered Maytag parts to Lethbridge (from Calgary) 
using a Calgary Aero Club Gipsy Moth. 


10 OCTOBER 1929. F.R. McCall made a rush trip by air, to Lethbridge to deliver a 
set of drapes needed for the opening of the Capital Theatre. 


16 OCTOBER 1929. G.G. Ross reported that the use of an airplane saved him 10 days a 
month in his ranching operation. His Curtiss Robin was being flown by R.A. Kern 
while he (Ross) completed his flying training. 
28 OCTOBER 1929. G.G. Ross joined Southern Alberta Air Lines as a director and 
shareholder. The company ordered a second Gipsy Moth and took over the Curtiss Robin 
owned by G.G. Ross. (Vance Air Service, Lethbridge. ) 
6 NOVEMBER 1929. A Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was registered to Southern Alberta Air Lines. 
20 NOVEMBER 1929. C.B. Elliott arrived in Lethbridge with a new Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ. 
17 DECEMBER 1929. Southern Alberta Air Lines took out a building permit to enlarge 
their existing hangar at the Lethbridge Airport. 

1930 


14 JANUARY 1930. R.A. Kern flew from Lethbridge to Rosemary in Curtiss Robin, 
CF-AHF, to bring a patient to hospital. 


27 JANUARY 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF, was damaged when 
landing at Great Falls. 


28 JANUARY 1930. Canadian Torpedo Co. chartered two Southern Alberta Air Lines 


aircraft to fly personnel from Lethbridge to Foremost. The roads had been blocked by 
snow. 


29 JANUARY 1930. W.L. Rutledge flew non stop from Calgary to Vancouver. The 
purpose of the trip was to prove the feasibility of the route for air mail service. 


7 FEBRUARY 1930. J.H. Tudhope completed a flight through the Crows' Nest Pass. The 
purpose of the trip was to prove the feasibility of the route for air mail service. 
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16 FEBRUARY 1930. A visiting Stinson aircraft from Great Falls was damaged, when it 


was turned over by strong winds at Lethbridge. Neither pilot, A. Royston, nor 
passenger E.J. Boffa was injured. 


3 MARCH 1930. The Prairie air mail service between Winnipeg and Calgary began. H. 
Hollick-Kenyon left Calgary with the first eastbound mail plane. 


7 MARCH 1930. Z.L. Leigh of Lethbridge was issued with Commercial Pilot Certificate 
#650. 


8 MARCH 1930. I.C. Henker of Granum was issued with Private Pilot Certificate #576. 


22 MARCH 1930. G.G. Ross proved the value of commercial aviation by flying to Great 
Falls and return, on business. 


26 MARCH 1930. C.B. Elliott flew to Lethbridge from Great Falls with the Curtiss 
Robin, CF-AHF, which had been repaired after an accident in February. 


4 APRIL 1930. W.A. Sherman of Granum was issued with Private Pilot Certificate #536. 


8 APRIL 1930. Denver businessman A.E. Humphries arrived in Lethbridge from Denver 
in a Fokker Super Universal Monoplane flown by R. Leferink. 


17. APRIL 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines opened a flying school at Medicine Hat 
using Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ. The instructor was Z.L. Leigh. 


19 APRIL 1930. C.H. Tweed of Nobleford was issued with Private Pilot Certificate 
#543. 


24 APRIL 1930. C.B. Elliott of Lethbridge was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #669. 


24 APRIL 1930. Curtiss Robin, CF~AHF, was registered to Southern Alberta Air Lines. 
8 MAY 1930. Medicine Hat airport was opened by Mayor Bullevant. 


11 MAY 1930. A home made glider was flown in Lethbridge by A.L. Larson and Ivan 
Thomson. 


17 MAY 1930. Two Southern Alberta Air Lines aircraft (Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, and 
Curtiss Robin, CF~AHF) from Lethbridge and one from Medicine Hat (Gipsy Moth CF-AGJ) 


attended an air show at Calgary. The aircraft were flown by C.B. Elliott, R.A. Kern 
and Z.L. Leigh. 


3 JUNE 1930. An airport bylaw, which allowed for improvements to the airport and 
building of a hangar, was passed in Lethbridge. 


25 JUNE 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines arranged for the use of a Waco biplane, 
CF~AOI, owned by E.J. Boffa. 


29 JUNE 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines put on an aviation display at the 
Lethbridge Airport using three aircraft: (Waco, CF-AOI, Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF, and 
Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ). 


4 JULY 1930. A farmer, J.G. Parker, was killed when he walked into the rotating 


propeller of E.J. Boffa'ts Waco at the United Farmers of Alberta picnic near 
Nobleford. 
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Alberta Air Circus 


WILL ARRIVE 11 O'CLOCK 
Saturday for the Week End 


EIGHT SHIPS—LEADING PILOTS—STUNT SHIPS. 
HOW MUCH DO YOU WEIGH? 


le PER POUND—MINIMUM CHARGE, $1.00. 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 30 October 1930. 


How Much Do You Weigh? 
ALBERTA AIR CIRCUS 


| Eight Ships—Passenger and Stunting 
WILL ARRIVE 11 A.M. SATURDAY 


Passenger Flights 
1c per pound 


ALBERTA’S LEADING PILOTS 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 31 October 1930. 
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Phil Muncaster 


Art Larson 


Pitcairn Autogyro, CF-ARO, at Lethbridge while on tour with the Trans Cana 
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da Air Pageant circa 1931. 





5 JULY 1930. Joeseph Bauer and his wife from Seattle arrived in Lethbridge in a 
Waco biplane. They were on an air tour of Western United States and Canada. 


10 JULY 1930. H.F. Kuehn of Warner was issued with Private Pilot Certificate #574. 


10 JULY 1930. C.B. Sava of Lethbridge was issued with Private Pilot Certificate 
#575. 


16 JULY 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF, was destroyed by 
fire at Vauxhall. 


16 JULY 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was badly damaged 
after a crash at Nobleford. The pilot R.A. Kern and passenger were uninjured. 


21 JULY 1930. H.F. Kuehn drowned in Henderson Lake. 


24 JULY 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines closed its flying school at Medicine Hat 
and transferred Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, to Lethbridge. 


25 JULY 1930. Shell Oil Company's Lockheed Vega from San Francisco visited 
Lethbridge. 


27 JULY 1930. Geoff O'Brian arrived in Lethbridge on a demonstration tour with Puss 


Moth, CF-AGO. A side trip to the Ross Ranch was made to demonstrate the aircraft to 
G.G. Ross. 


29 JULY 1930. J.E. Palmer arrived in Lethbridge with Stinson Detroiter, G-CANI. 


The aircraft was made available for passenger flying during the Lethbridge 
exhibition. 


§ AUGUST 1930. Joeseph Bauer and wife stopped over at Lethbridge with their Waco 
biplane, NCYSE, on their return trip to Seattle. 


12 AUGUST 1930. C.B. Elliott completed a charter trip in Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, to 
Regina and return. 


13 AUGUST 1930. A Waco, CF-AOI, was registered to E.J. Boffa of Lethbridge. 


14 AUGUST 1930. Joeseph Bauer arrived in Lethbridge with his Waco, NC45E, and 
announced that he would form a flying school at Nanton. 


15 AUGUST 1930. Pilot, Vance Bresse, arrived in Lethbridge en route to Calgary from 
Detroit in a new 6 place Lockheed Vega. 


18 AUGUST 1930. Z.L. Leigh formed Leigh Air Service in Medicine Hat using a Waco 
biplane, CF-AOI. 


18 AUGUST 1930. Waco, CF-AOI, was registered to Z.L. Leigh, Medicine Hat. 
26 AUGUST 1930. Dr. R. Neiding of the fertilizer department of Consolidated Mining 


and Smelting Co. arrived in Lethbridge with pilot, J.F. Warren, in Puss Moth, 


CF-AGW. The purpose of the trip was to tour the local area and demonstrate the use 
of Elephant Brand Fertilizer. 


29 AUGUST 1930. Waco, CF-AOM, was registered to Joeseph Bauer of Nanton. 


4 SEPTEMBER 1930. I.C. Henker of Granum was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #742. 
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15 SEPTEMBER 1930. Rutledge Air Service of Calgary began flying a passenger service 
between Lethbridge and Edmonton with a stop at Calgary. Ivan Wiesbrod piloted the 
first north bound flight. 


19 SEPTEMBER 1930. The Sixth Ford Air Tour arrived in Lethbridge. Over 15,000 
people were at the airport to see over 20 visiting airplanes. 


26 SEPTEMBER 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was test flown at 
Lethbridge. The airplane having been repaired after an accident at Nobleford. 


1 OCTOBER 1930. The hanger at Lethbridge Airport was completed and taken over by 
the city. 


2 OCTOBER 1930. C.B. Elliott completed the first night landing at Lethbridge 
Airport. 


4 OCTOBER 1930. H.E. Hammond of Pincher Creek was issued with Private Pilot 
Certificate #600. 


5 OCTOBER 1930. Sambrooke Monoplane, CF-AIZ, was destroyed in a crash at Gleichen. 
The pilot I.C. Henker of Granum was killed in the accident. 


6 OCTOBER 1930. H.E. Hammond of Pincher Creek was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #760. 


22 OCTOBER 1930. A hanger and Waco, CF-AOM, belonging to Joeseph Bauer was 
destroyed by fire north of Parkland. 


27 OCTOBER 1930. Five aircraft left Calgary on a flying tour of Southern Alberta. 
The tour was joined by C.B. Elliott and E.J. Boffa, when it arrived in Lethbridge. 


1, 2 NOVEMBER 1930. More than 700 passengers were carried when the First Alberta 
Air Tour visited Lethbridge. 


4 NOVEMBER 1930. More than 200 passengers were carried when the First Alberta Air 
Tour visited Pincher Creek. 


9 NOVEMBER 1930. The First Alberta Air Tour paid a second visit to Lethbridge. 


22 NOVEMBER 1930. W.A. Sherman of Granum was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #792. 


28 DECEMBER 1930. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth was used to fly a Mickey 
Mouse film to Lethbridge from Calgary. 
1931 


1 JANUARY 1931. Over 50 passengers enjoyed airplane rides at Lethbridge Airport. 
Southern Alberta Air Lines had Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, available and Leigh Air Service 
had Command~Aire, CF~APQ, available. 


2 JANUARY 1931. J.H. Coxson of Pearce was issued with Private Pilot Certificate 
#752. 


2 JANUARY 1931. A.H. Mulvey of Lethbridge was issued with Private Pilot Certificate 
#760. 
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January 1$, 1931, will bulk large when the history of Lethbridge is written It will take its 
place with that other notable date, back in the middle eighties, when the first railway tras 
reached the straggling little pioneer coal mining town on the banke of the Belly river. connect. 
ing us up for the firat time with the great outside world by means of a rapid system of transpor- 
tation. For today, Lethbridge officially joins the network of air mail lines which are rapidly 
forging a great system throughout the Dominion, linking East and West, North and South, and 
carrying our mail in hours over distances which Old Timers will remember look days and even 
weeks to travel by the stage coach of less than half a century ago. 
Leterivce has worked and planned for 
this day for more than a year past. The tazpay- 
ors of this city have given generously in order 
that facilities might be provided to make it pos- 
pible that Lethbridge should take ite place on 
the air routes of the continent. Aided by the 
Dominion Government, we have spent, in pro- 
viding land for the air harbor, hangar, flood and 
boundary lights, revolving beacon, together 
wtih the most modern radio beacon in Western 
Canada, well over one hundred thousand dol- 
lara. By comparison our air harbor and equip- 
ment ie equal in value to many which are rated 
et more than half'a million dollars in value. 
W min a year we may look forward to further important developments It is definitely 
eutabliched that, early next year, extension of the air mail lines over the Rockies to Vancouver 
will be undertaken. The Crow's Nest Pass route has beenchosen. Lethbridge will be the junc- 
lion point for Prairie and Mountain au maila Canadian and United States air mail officials 
have also discussed plans for linking up Canadian and United States air mails by a southern 
route from Lethbridge to Great Falls, Butte and Salt Lake City. A northern route from Leth- 
bridge to Edmonton and thence into the hinterland af the Mackenzie river basin will follow 
Thus will Lethbridge’s air harbor be to us in the future what important coastal harbors have 
been to seaport cities in the past. 
To mark thie date as the culmination of a great achievement the following business and pro- 
fessional concerns of Lethbridge have co-operated in publishing this page: 
CITY OF LETHBRIDGE 
HUDSON'S BAY CO. CAPITOL THEATRE CLARCE AND CO. 
ELLISON MILLING AND ELEVATOR Co. Ltd. RYLANDS AND CO. IRONSIDE AND PARK 
PARRISH AND HEIMBECKER LTD. SUPINA MERCANTILE C._A LONG ANDCO 
METROPOLITAN STORES INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CO. OF CANADA, LTD. P.V. PARKES 
SAFEWAY STORES JOHN DEERE PLOW CO, LTD WESTMINSTER GROCERY 
CRYSTAL DAIRY LTD MASSEY HARRIS CO. LTD. 3.AND A JOHNSTON 
H R CARSON LTD. ARTIC SUPER SERVICE STATION WESTMINSTER SERVICE STATION 
HEDLEY ORUG CO. PERKINS AND MILES WESTMINSTER REPAIR SHOP 
PEGCY'S STYLE SHOPPE HOYT HARDWARE LTD. GLOVERS SHOE STORE 
HEINTZMAN AND CO LTD JAMES KERR. JEWELLER WESTMINSTER MEAT MARKET 
SANITARY CASH MARKET SHIRLEY'S GROCERY w.A DODD 
YALE CAFE CG OLANDER’S HARDWARE LETHBRIDGE HERALD 
ADVANCE LUMBER CO. LTD THE AUCTION MART 


LETHBRIDGE BOARD OF TRADE 


Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 15 January 1931. 
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Lethbridge Goes On Air Mail Route Today 
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Notice from the Lethbridge Herald 15 January 1931. 


New Moncton-Calgary Air Mail Route 





Notice from the Lethbridge Herald 5 February 1931 showing route and time schedule of air mail from Moncton, 
N.B. to Calgary. 
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7 JANUARY 1931. G.G. Ross of St. Kilda was issued with Commercial Pilot Certificate 
#809. 


15 JANUARY 1931. The Winnipeg to Calgary Prairie Air Mail Service was re-routed 
through Lethbridge. 


15 JANUARY 1931. Over 4000 residents were on hand when H. Hollick-Kenyon arrived 
in Lethbridge with the first eastbound air mail in a Fokker Mail plane, CF-AIL. 


16 JANUARY 1931. Harold Farrington arrived in Lethbridge with the first westbound 
air mail in a Boeing Mail plane, CF-AIM. 


26 JANUARY 1931. Z.L. Leigh of Lethbridge was issued Air Engineers Certificate 
#586. 


1 FEBRUARY 1931. Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was destroyed in a 
erash at Lethbridge. Both occupants, pilot I.F. Thomson and passenger, Don McKenzie 
of Lethbridge were killed in the accident. 


14 FEBRUARY 1931. A home made glider, built by Victor Hooper and Fred Longacre, 
was test flown at Taber. 


27 MARCH 1931. Geoff O'Brian arrived in Lethbridge en route to Vancouver in a Puss 
Moth, CF~AGO. G.G. Ross was carried as a passenger from Calgary to Lethbridge. 


10 APRIL 1931. Waco, CF-AOI, was registered to G.H. Rice of Calgary. 
17 APRIL 1931. T.L. Comba announced the formation of an all Canadian Air Tour 
Company in Calgary. The tour was to leave Calgary on June 15 and tour the 4 western 


provinces for 3 months. 


18 APRIL 1931. W.A. Sherman of Granum purchased Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, from Southern 
Alberta Air Lines. 


18 APRIL 1931. Having sold its last airplane, Southern Alberta Air Lines ceased 
operations. 


26 APRIL 1931. Chinook Flying Services of Calgary commenced flying training at 
Lethbridge using a Gipsy Moth, CF-ADU, with pilot Joe Patton in charge. 


30 APRIL 1931. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was registered to W.A. Sherman. 


5 MAY 1931. A home built Heath Parasol airplane from Raymond was test flown at the 
Lethbridge Airport by W.A. Sherman. 


23 MAY 1931. Waco, CF-AQU, was registered to E.J. Boffa of Lethbridge. 
24 MAY 1931. Hundreds were thrilled at the Lethbridge Airport when the first local 
parachute jump took place. The jumper was pilot, Joe Patton, who parachuted from 


Waco, CF-AQU, flown by E.J. Boffa. 


11. JUNE 1931. Z.L. Leigh left Medicine Hat for Nova Scotia where he had accepted a 
flying position with Maritime and Newfoundland Airways. 


20 JUNE 1931. G.G. Ross purchased a Curtiss Robin, CF-AHH, from Commercial Airways 
in Edmonton. The aircraft was to be used for pleasure and business. 


25 JUNE 1931. The all Canadian Air Tour visited Taber. 
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26-29 JUNE 1931. The all Canadian Air Tour visited Lethbridge. 
4 JULY 1931. The all Canadian Air Tour visited Cardston. 


8 JULY 1931. Monocoupe, CF-AKO, was registered to C.H. Tweed and Alex Fraser of 
Nobleford. 


19 JULY 1931. Trans Canada Air Pageant airplanes arrived at Lethbridge en route to 
Vancouver. 


27 JULY 1931. Trans Canada Air Pageant airplanes arrived at Lethbridge en route to 
eastern Canada. 


3 AUGUST 1931. Sylvan Wood test flew a home made glider at Cardston. 


5 AUGUST 1931. Curtiss Robin, CF-AHH, was registered to Rancher's Air Line Ltd. of 
Lethbridge. 


15 AUGUST 1931. The civic hangar at Lethbridge Airport was leased to Canadian 
Airways. 


17 AUGUST 1931. The Moose Jaw to Edmonton link of The Prairie Air Mail was 
cancelled. A new Edmonton to Lethbridge link was started. 


20 AUGUST 1931. Lethbridge became a divisional point for the Prairie Air Mail. 
Canadian Airways personnel were transferred from Calgary and Moose Jaw to Lethbridge. 


2 SEPTEMBER 1931. Lethbridge Airport was the site of a parachute exhibition. Jumps 
were made by "Irish" Haddock and R.B. Lomheim from a Waco flown by E.dJ. Boffa. 


4 SEPTEMBER 1931. The all Canadian Air Tour visited Granun. 
14 SEPTEMBER 1931. The all Canadian Air Tour paid a second visit to Granum. 


24 SEPTEMBER 1931. C.H. Tweed returned to Nobleford in Monocoupe, CF-AKO, after 
having spent the summer with the all Canadian Air Tour. 


26 SEPTEMBER 1931. All Canadian Air Tour visited Milk River. 


22 NOVEMBER 1931. R.A. Brown arrived in Lethbridge from Vancouver with a new Boeing 
Mail plane, CF-AMP. 


28 NOVEMBER 1931. 4H. Hollick-Kenyon arrived in Lethbridge from Vancouver with a new 
Boeing Mail plane, CF-AMQ. 

1932 
2 JANUARY 1932. C.B. Elliott and C.H. Tweed announced the start of a new air 
service in Lethbridge. The company was to operate from the old Southern Alberta Air 


Lines hangar, using a Monocoupe, CF-AKO, owned by C.H. Tweed and Alex Fraser. 


12 MARCH 1932. C.B. Elliott was hired by Great Bear Lake Airways Ltd. of Edmonton 
to fly a Fokker Universal, G-CASE. 


31 MARCH 1932. The Prairie Air Mail Service was cancelled. The last mail plane 
left Lethbridge for Edmonton. 
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BIG AIR CIRCUS 


SEE IT 


CARDSTON AIR PORT 


Tuesday, June 30th—I1 tod p.m. 
SPECTACULAR PARACHUTE JUMP 5,000 FEET 
WAR FORMATION FLYING, AIRPLANE RACING, 
WIND-JAMMER STUNT FLYING, ETC. 

CARDSTON SILVER BRASS BAND 


RIDE THE AIRPLANE AT 1c ALB. 


COME IN FOR 25c 
BRING YOUR CAR AND WHOLE FAMILY FOR $1 
TO CARDSTON—THE TEMPLE CITY 


DIRECTED BY CARDSTON BOARD CF TRADE 











Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 19 June 1931. 


Great Air Armada to Cross Dominion Shortly 


ee iy tay os 





Notice from the Lethbridge Herald 29 June 1931 showing proposed route for the Trans Canada Air Pageant. 
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Lewis Leigh 


Public Archives Canada 








tar: Hig 


Monocoupe, CF-AKO, owned by C.H. Tweed and Alex Fraser circa 1931. 
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31 MARCH 1932. G.G. Ross (Rancher's Airline Ltd.) sold his Curtiss Robin, CF~AHH, 
to a consortium of owners who were to start a new air service (Airportation) in Ft. 
McMurray. 


13. APRIL 1932. C.B. Elliott announced that the Fokker Universal, G-CASE, of Great 
Bear Lake Airways Ltd. was to be stationed at Lethbridge and available for charter. 


2 MAY 1932. C.B. Elliott inaugurated a new passenger air service connecting 
Lethbridge and Calgary using a Fokker Universal, G-CASE. The service was to connect 
with Canadian Airways Service between Calgary and Edmonton. 


28 MAY 1932. A de Havilland 80A Puss Moth, CF-AGY, was registered to Rancher's 
Airline Ltd. of Lethbridge. 


1 JUNE 1932. Geoff O'Brian, deHavilland test pilot, delivered a Puss Moth, CF-AGY, 
to George Ross at his Milk River Ranch. 


28 JUNE 1932. General MacBrien, Chief of the RCMP, visited Lethbridge in an RCAF 
Puss Moth. 


1 JULY 1932. Monocoupe, CF-AKO, was damaged at Park Lake, during July 1 celebra- 
tions, when an engine failure caused a forced landing. The pilot, C.H. Tweed was 
commended by the RCMP for avoiding a serious accident. 


8 AUGUST 1932. Thousands were thrilled at the Lethbridge Airport during a parachute 
exhibition. R.B. Lomheim performed a double jump from a Waco flown by E.J. Boffa. 


5 SEPTEMBER 1932. Lethbridge citizens were given a parachute demonstration at the 
airport. R.B. Lomheim performed two jumps and Dorthy Simpson made her first jump. 


5 SEPTEMBER 1932. Canadian Airways suspended its Calgary to Edmonton passenger air 
service. 


10 NOVEMBER 1932. Z.L. Leigh arrived in Lethbridge with a Fokker Universal, G-CAHE, 
of Explorers Air Transport. The aircraft was to be available for charter work. 
1933 


13 APRIL 1933. Lethbridge citizens heard a mystery airplane during the early 
morning, that was suspected of having dropped a parcel from the air to a waiting car. 


26 APRIL 1933. C.H. Tweed completed a charter trip to Saskatoon and return in 
Monocoupe, CF-AKO. 


10 MAY 1933. A parachute exhibition was held at the airport. Parachute jumps were 
made by Roy Wright and R.B. Lomheim from Waco, CF-AQU, flown by E.J. Boffa. 


18 MAY 1933. C.H. Tweed flew W.R. Anderson, music adjudicator, to Edmonton in 
Monocoupe, CF-AKO. 


15 JUNE 1933. General MacBrien, Chief of RCMP, visited Lethbridge in an RCAF Puss 
Moth. 


21 JULY 1933. Aviation officials, H.C. Ingram and F/L E.G. Fullerton visited 
Lethbridge to administer flying tests to C.H. Tweed and his students. 


12 SEPTEMBER 1933. A low wing Lockheed Vega, flown by W.C. Fletcher and owned by 
Shell Oil Co. visited Lethbridge. 
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29 OCTOBER 1933. C.H. Tweed left for Camp Borden where he was to attend a course 
for flying instructors. 


1934 


19 FEBRUARY 1934. G.H. Thomson of Lethbridge completed his first solo in Monocoupe, 
CF-AKO. 


8 JUNE 1934. George Hargreaves of Lethbridge completed his first solo in Monocoupe, 
CF-AKO. 


10 OCTOBER 1934. A.W. Fletcher of Lethbridge completed his first solo in Monocoupe, 
CF-AKO. 


8 NOVEMBER 1934. H.C. Ingram arrived in Lethbridge to test G.H. Thomson, George 
Hargreaves, and A.W. Fletcher for their private pilot licences. 


8 DECEMBER 1934. J.H. Tudhope visited Lethbridge in a Puss Moth. The purpose of 


the trip was to select two more emergency landing fields for the proposed Trans 
Canada Airway Systen. 


1935 


15 JANUARY 1935. The Puss Moth, CF-AGY, used by G.G. Ross (Rancher's Airlines Ltd.) 
was sold. : 


h FEBRUARY 1935. Puss Moth, CF-AGY, was registered to Prairie Airways Ltd. of Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan. 


11 FEBRUARY 1935. A Waco, CF-AQU, was registered to A.J., C.L. and R.D. Tudor of 
Lethbridge. 


21 APRIL 1935. A flying exhibition was held at Blairmore using Waco, CF-AQU, and 
Monocoupe, CF-AKO, from Lethbridge. The flying was done by E.J. Boffa and C.H. Tweed 
with parachute jumps by R.B. Lomhein. 


26 APRIL 1935. E.J. Boffa demonstrated the application of grasshopper poison from 
the air, using Waco biplane, CF-AQU, to a group of visiting entemologists at 


Lethbridge. The grasshopper spreading device had been designed by Terrance Ingolsby 
of Lethbridge. 


B MAY 1935. A Ford Tri-Motor, G=-CARC, owned by United Air Transport Ltd. of 
Edmonton arrived at Lethbridge. The aircraft was to undergo repairs at the airport. 


24-26 MAY 1935. A gliding display was put on at the airport by members of the 
Lethbridge Gliding Club and the Canadian Glider Boosters of Calgary. 


4 JUNE 1935. H.C. Ingram visited Lethbridge in a Puss Moth, in order to give tests 
for flying licences. 


7 JUNE 1935. Ford Tri-Motor, G-CARC, was used to demonstrate the spreading of 
grasshopper poison from the air at Lethbridge. 


JULY 1935. A.W. Fletcher left Lethbridge for England where he was to join the RAF. 


15 JULY 1935. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was registered to Associated Air Service Ltd. of 
Vancouver. The aircraft had previously been owned by W.A. Sherman of Granun. 
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Stan Green 
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United Air Transport Ford Tri Motor, G-CARC, shown spreading grasshopper poison at Lethbridge in June 
1935. 


Ron Campbell 





American Eagle, CF-AOQ, used by E.J. Boffa in 1935. Aircraft is shown at Peerless Lake on Fish Haul circa 
1936. 
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Russ Lougheed 


Glen Park 








Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, and Puss Moth, CF-AGW, owned by Consolidated Mining and Smelting Co. shown at 
Calgary circa 1932. The Gipsy Moth was used by C.H. Tweed at Lethbridge in 1936 and 1937. The Puss Moth 
was purchased by E.J. Boffa in late 1935. 


I-28 


22 JULY 1935. C.H. Tweed completed a 450 mile charter trip in Monocoupe, CF-AKO. 


The purpose of the trip was to take P.V. Lewis on a wool buying trip throughout 
southern Alberta. 


29 AUGUST 1935. C.H. Tweed and his wife returned to Lethbridge in Monocoupe, 
CF-AKO, after having completed a flying vacation to Manitoba. 


11 SEPTEMBER 1935. Joe Heaton became the first member of the Crows' Nest Flying 
Club to solo an aircraft. His instruction was taken with C.H. Tweed in Monocoupe, 
CF-AKO. 


28 SEPTEMBER 1935. T.A. Tweed, age 11, completed his first solo in Monocoupe, 
CF-~AKO, owned by his father, C.H. Tweed. 


OCTOBER 1935. George Hargreaves left Lethbridge for England where he was to join 
the RAF. 


13 NOVEMBER 1935. E.J. Boffa and Advance Air Service arranged to trade airplanes. 
E.J. Boffa was to acquire the Puss Moth, CF-AGW, while Advance Air Service was to 
acquire the American Eagle, CF-AQQ. 


22 NOVEMBER 1935. Land was purchased at Ft. MacLeod for the purpose of building an 
airport. 


17 DECEMBER 1935. E.J. Boffa, using a Puss Moth, CF-AGW, and C.H. Tweed, using a 
Monocoupe, CF-AKO, joined the search for a missing hunter in the Crows' Nest Pass. 
1936 


17 FEBRUARY 1936. E.J. Boffa was given a contract by Terminal Oil Co. to fly mail 
and supplies from Lethbridge to the Del Bonita Oil field. Heavy snow fall and cold 
weather had hampered normal surface transportation. 


10 MARCH 1936. E.J. Boffa was given a contract to fly fish from Lesser Slave Lake 
using a Puss Moth, CF-AGW. 


22 MARCH 1936. C.H. Tweed and E.J. Boffa attempted to fly members of the Calgary 
Ski Club from Chestermere Lake to Ptarmagin Lake for the Club's annual ski races. 


11. APRIL 1936. Monocoupe, CF-AKO, owned by C.H. Tweed was destroyed by fire while 
being repaired in the hangar at Lethbridge. 


11 APRIL 1936. American Eagle, CF-AQQ, was damaged on landing at Lethbridge. 


18 MAY 1936. C.H. Tweed accepted a 3 week posting as flying instructor for the 


Calgary Aero Club. He was to replace J.H. Sandgathe, who was to attend an instructor 
course in Vancouver. 


23 MAY 1936. Avro Avian, CF-AIF, was registered to E.J. Boffa of Lethbridge. 
2 JULY 1936. Four aircraft from Moose Jaw, on a good will tour, visited Lethbridge. 


30 JULY 1936. The Lethbridge beacon was once again put in service in anticipation 
of a new Trans Canada air mail service. 


AUGUST 1936. C.H. Tweed obtained the use of a Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, for his flying 
school at Lethbridge. 
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1 AUGUST 1936. Z.L. Leigh stopped over in Lethbridge with a Laird biplane, CF-AQY, 
en route to Vancouver. 


5 AUGUST 1936. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was registered to G.F. Heaton of Lundbreck. 


27 AUGUST 1936. A twin engine Lockheed 10A, CF-BAF, owned by Canadian Airways 
arrived in Lethbridge. The aircraft was used to test the new proposed air mail route 
between Vancouver and Lethbridge. 


24 OCTOBER 1936. Flying tests over the Rockies using Lockheed 10A, CF-BAF, were 
completed. 


27 OCTOBER 1936. The flying school operated by C.H. Tweed reported being busy with 
8 students enrolled. 


1937 
During January and February of 1937 Southern Alberta was subject to an unusual number 


of severe snow storms. This caused many of the roads and railroads to be blocked for 


long periods of time. At many times the only method of transportation was by ski 
equipped airplane. 


6 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Manyberries with patient 
Dr. J.H. Duncan. 


11. JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Twin River (near Del 
Bonita) with patient Miss Alma Caster. 


14 JANUARY 1937. Ernie Kubiciek, stopped at Lethbridge en route to Edmonton with a 
new Waco for United Air Transport. 


18 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Milk River with patient 
Melissa Snow. 


22 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Picture Butte with 
injured man Nick Harrison. 


25 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Nemiskam with patient 
Mrs. Oliver Johnson. 


26 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Conrad, Montana with 
patient Mrs. George Wesley. 


29 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Iron Springs with patient 
Mrs. Jess Wright. 


31 JANUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Wrentham with patient 
Mrs. Otto Rollag. 


2 FEBRUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Wrentham with patient 
Mrs. Koors. 


10 FEBRUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Picture Butte with 
patient W. Hague. 


10 FEBRUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed completed a mercy flight from Iron Springs with 
patient Mrs. Helen Warnock. 
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Department of Transport Lockheed 12, CF-CCT. This aircraft was used on the dawn to dusk flight from Mon- 


treal to Vancouver in July 1937. It was also the first airplane to land at Kenyon Field, Lethbridge. The aircraft is 
now property of the National Aviation Museum, Ottawa. 





Department of Civil Aviation Fairchild KR34C, CF-AMW., This aircraft was used by the Aviation Inspectors on 
the Prairies in the early 1930's. 
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13. FEBRUARY 1937. C.H. Tweed left Lethbridge for Edmonton where he had accepted a 
flying position with United Air Transport. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was damaged on take 
off at Lethbridge Airport. 


1 APRIL 1937. The formation of Trans Canada Airlines Ltd. was announced. 


9 MAY 1937. C.B. Elliott visited Lethbridge en route to Vancouver with a new Waco, 
CF-BDT, for Pacific Airways. 


29 MAY 1937. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was flown to Lethbridge by G.H. Thomson and was 
now available for charter. 


28 JUNE 1937. Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was damaged during landing at Cardston. Neither 
pilot, G.H. Thomson, nor passenger Wayne Kearl was injured. 


7 JULY 1937. MacKenzie Air Service completed a survey flight from Edmonton to Great 
Falls, Montana using a Beechcraft, CF-~BBB. Stops were made at Calgary and Lethbridge. 


9 JULY 1937. MacKenzie Air Service inaugurated a passenger air service between 
Edmonton and Great Falls with stops at Calgary and Lethbridge. 


10 JULY 1937. The City of Lethbridge completed plans to purchase land for the 


construction of a new airport (required for the new Trans Canada Air Service) south 
of the city. 


19 JULY 1937. Charles Skinner of Regina arrived in Lethbridge flying a Waco Cabin 
biplane. The aircraft was made available for passenger flights during the annual 


Lethbridge Fair. R.B. Lomheim thrilled the crowds when he demonstrated parachuting 
from the Waco. 


31 JULY 1937. A Lockheed 12A, CF-CCT, owned by the Department of Transport flew 
from Montreal to Vancouver. A short fuel stop was made at Lethbridge. The purpose 
of the flight was to demonstrate the feasibility of a Trans Canada Air Service. 


9 AUGUST 1937. MacKenzie Air Service, on orders from the Department of Transport, 
suspended its Edmonton to Great Falls air service. 


11 AUGUST 1937. J.H. Tudhope arrived in Lethbridge with Lockheed 12A, CF-CCT. 


1 SEPTEMBER 1937. Trans Canada Airlines began operating a commercial air service 
when it started flying from Vancouver to Seattle. 


12 OCTOBER 1937. A Trans Canada Airlines airplane made its first flight to 
Lethbridge. The airplane, a Lockheed 10A, CF-TCB, en route to Winnipeg, was flown by 
W.A. Straith and accompanied by pilots, M.B. Barclay and Z.L. Leigh. 


13. OCTOBER 1937. Lethbridge hosted an International Airways conference. The 
conference was attended by representatives from MacKenzie Air Service, Western Air 
Express, Wyoming Air Express, and Yukon Southern Air Transport. The purpose of the 
conference was to promote an air route from California to Alaska via an interior 
route (Salt Lake, Great Falls, Lethbridge, Edmonton, Whitehorse). 


13 OCTOBER 1937. An Avro Avian, G-CANQ, was registered to G.H. Thomson of Lethbridge. 


4 ~=NOVEMBER 1937. Z.L. Leigh, en route to Winnipeg from Vancouver, and flying a new 
Lockheed 10A, CF-TCC, made a fuel stop at Lethbridge. 


8 NOVEMBER 1937. Trans Canada Airlines arranged for the lease of the city airport 
for a period of eight months. 
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9 NOVEMBER 1937. The first plane, a Lockheed 12A, CF-CCT, flown by J.H. Tudhope and 
J.D. Hunter, landed at the new Lethbridge Airport. 


26 NOVEMBER 1937. Two RCAF Northrop Deltas, on a photographic survey, landed at 
Lethbridge. 


1 DECEMBER 1937. Trans Canada Airlines announced that it would build a 100 x 150 
foot hangar at Lethbridge. 


13. DECEMBER 1937. The first permanent Trans Canada Airlines employees, Air 
Engineers J.D. Leigh and C. Vander Linden arrived at Lethbridge. 


15 DECEMBER 1937. A Trans Canada Airlines Lockheed 10A, CF-TCC, arrived in 
Lethbridge to begin test flying for the Prairie Air Service. The Lockheed was flown 
by M.B. Barclay and Dave Imrie. 


17 DECEMBER 1937. Work commenced at Lethbridge on a hangar for Trans Canada Airlines, 


1938 


21 JANUARY 1938. A Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was sold to R.E.L. Tegart of Windermere, 
B.C. The damaged aircraft was to be rebuilt and used for a new air service in the 
East Kootenays under the direction of J.E. Palmer. 


1 MARCH 1938. Trans Canada Airlines delivered the first air mail to Lethbridge from 
Winnipeg. The Lockheed 10A, flown by R.M. Smith and H.W. Segrim, arrived at 2:30 PM 


7 MARCH 1938. Trans Canada Airlines delivered the first air mail to Lethbridge from 
Vancouver. 


6 MAY 1938. David Bain of Pincher Creek left for England to join the RAF. 

18 MAY 1938. G.W.G. McConachie stopped at Lethbridge en route to Great Falls, 
Montana in a Fokker Universal, G-CAHE. He carried mail from Alaska to the Great 
Falls Air Week celebrations. Mayor Elton and reporter St. Claire Rivers accompanied 
McConachie from Lethbridge to Great Falls. 


22 MAY 1938. C.B. Elliott, former Lethbridge pilot, was seriously injured in the 
crash of a Waco bushplane, CF-BDT, in northern B.C. 


31 MAY 1938. C.B. Elliott died at Prince George, B.C. 


20 JUNE 1938. A Fleetwings Sea Bird Amphibian, CF-BGZ, stopped for fuel at 
Lethbridge en route to Pennsylvania from Ft. St. James, B.C. 


15 AUGUST 1938. Trans Canada Airlines completed daytime air mail test flying. Air 
mail flights to Lethbridge were to recommence when hard surfacing of the runways at 
the new airport was completed. 


15 AUGUST 1938. Lethbridge City Council agreed to name the new airport after H. 
Hollick-Kenyon. 


8 SEPTEMBER 1938. An RCAF Northrop Delta arrived at Lethbridge to photograph drouth 
areas from the air. 


8 SEPTEMBER 1938. Trans Canada Airlines made its first landing at the new 
Lethbridge Airport (Kenyon Field). 
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8 SEPTEMBER 1938. The Trans Canada Airlines hangar at Kenyon Field was ready to 
accept its first airplane. 


21. SEPTEMBER 1938. Avro Avian, G-CANQ, was damaged during take off at Holden, 
Alberta. 


27 SEPTEMBER 1938. First night landing completed at Kenyon Field. 


1 OCTOBER 1938. Trans Canada Airlines inaugurated regular air mail service between 
Winnipeg and Vancouver using Lockheed 14's. The first regular air mail for 
Lethbridge from Winnipeg arrived at 3:42 A.M. 


1 OCTOBER 1938. Trans Canada Airlines inaugurated air mail service between 


Lethbridge and Edmonton (no stop at Calgary due to inadequate field) using Lockheed 
10A's. 


1 OCTOBER 1938. J.D. Eaton arrived in Lethbridge in his private Beechcraft 17, 
CF-BKQ, flown by R. Spradbrow. 


23 OCTOBER 1938. An RCAF squadron of 8 Westland Wapitis landed at Lethbridge en 
route to Calgary. 


22 NOVEMBER 1938. Western Air kxpress applied to the United States Civil Aviation 
Authority for permission to fly from Great Falls to Lethbridge. 


10 DECEMBER 1938. P.J. Cooper of Winnipeg announced that his company, Flying 
Associates Ltd., would base an aircraft in Lethbridge. The aircraft was to be 
available for student training and charter flying. 


19 DECEMBER 1938. A.J. Currie, pilot for Flying Associates Ltd., arrived in 
Lethbridge with a Luscombe, CF-BLW. 
1939 


19 JANUARY 1939. Flying Associates Ltd. reported that they were busy with 12 
students taking flying training. 


1 FEBRUARY 1939. Calgary was added as a stop on the Lethbridge to Edmonton air mail 
run by Trans Canada Airlines. 


1 MARCH 1939. Trans Canada Airlines flew the first official air mail from Vancouver 
to Montreal. The event was broadcast over a nation wide hookup by CBC announcer Jack 
Peach, who was a passenger on the flight from Vancouver to Lethbridge. 


1 APRIL 1939. Trans Canada Airlines began passenger service from Montreal to 
Vancouver and Lethbridge to Edmonton. 


20 APRIL 1939. Miss Ethel Higdon of Manyberries completed her first solo in 
Luscombe, CF-BLW, at Lethbridge. 


27 APRIL 1939. A Cessna Airmaster, CF-BDI, was badly damaged when landing 30 miles 
east of Coutts. Neither pilot, A.J. Hardie nor passenger R.W. Wilkinson was injured. 


MAY 1939. Flying Associates Ltd. closed its flying school at Lethbridge. 
14° MAY 1939. Miss Evelyn Fletcher of Lethbridge set an unofficial Canadian gliding 


record, when she completed a cross country flight of 8 miles. 
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Ethel Currie 


National Museum of Science and Technology 


(Aviation and Space Division) 





Flying Associates Ltd. Luscombe 8, CF-BLW. 


“ 


Trans Canada Airlines Lockheed 10A, 
Museum, Ottawa. 





CF-TCA. This aircraft is now property of the National Aviation 
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2 JUNE 1939. An Elton Monoplane, CF-BPB, was registered to W.C. Elton of Cowley, 
Alberta. 


7 JUNE 1939. Over 35,000 people attended the official opening of the Lethbridge 
Airport (Kenyon Field). 


15 JUNE 1939. C.H. Tweed, former Lethbridge pilot, was killed in the crash of a 
Yukon Southern Air Transport Fairchild, FC-2W2, G-CARM, at Juneau, Alaska. 


19 JUNE 1939. Inland Airlines of Wyoming applied for the right to fly to Lethbridge. 


30 JULY 1939. Two RCAF North American trainers (Harvards) en route to Camp Borden, 
arrived at Lethbridge. 


15 AUGUST 1939. Trans Canada Airlines introduced the Lockheed 14 on its Lethbridge 
to Edmonton passenger run. 


17 AUGUST 1939. Miss Evelyn Fletcher of Lethbridge began taking a private pilot 
licence course at Calgary with the Calgary Aero Club. 


28 AUGUST 1939. An RCAF North American Trainer (Harvard) arrived in Lethbridge en 
route to Camp Borden from California via Vancouver. 


29 AUGUST 1939. Miss Evelyn Fletcher completed her first solo flight at Calgary. 


30 AUGUST 1939. Four Lockheed Hudson Bombers, destined for the U.K., landed in 
Lethbridge en route to eastern Canada. 


7 SEPTEMBER 1939. Three RCAF Harvards en route to Camp Borden, arrived at 
Lethbridge. 


10 SEPTEMBER 1939. Canada declared war on Germany. 


16 SEPTEMBER 1939. A MacKenzie Air Service Fairchild 82A, CF-AXM, arrived in Ft. 


MacLeod to begin a six week aerial survey for the PFRA. The aircraft was in the 
charge of pilot, R.C. Randall. 


19 NOVEMBER 1939. Military airplanes from California, destined for the U.K., were 
towed across the U.S. ~ Canadian border near Coutts. Because Canada was now at war, 
the U.S. government would not allow war airplanes to be flown across the border. 


18 DECEMBER 1939. Two Douglas B-20 Bombers aircraft arrived at Lethbridge, (via 
Coutts). 


29 DECEMBER 1939. Miss Ethel Higdon of Manyberries was issued with Commercial Pilot 
Certificate #1657. Her flying training which began in Lethbridge was completed in 


Winnipeg. 
1940 


In 1940 the Government of Canada put into effect the "Defence Air Regulations 


1940", This law effectively banned all flying in Canada that was not considered 
necessary for the war effort! 


22 JULY 1940. #5 Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS) was opened at 
Lethbridge. This school was operated by the Calgary Aero Club. 
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GREAT AVIATION EXHIBITION 


EUGENE ELY 


The world famous Anglo-American Aviator and 
hero of several world-wide sensation creating flights 
with his 


CURTISS AEROPLANE 


Aviation is the most modern and fascinating of the Sciences and the Aeroplane 
the most ingenious and wonderful contrivance ever designed by man's mind or 
fashioned by man’s hand. Ely will give flights at 


HENDERSON PARK, LETHBRIDGE 


FRIDAY NEXT, JULY 14 


Commencing at 1.30 p.m. and continuing throughout the afternoon. This is positively 
the first exhibition in Western Canada of a flying machine operated by an experienced 
and expert aviator. Ely will be seen in his famous 


SPIRAL GLIDE AND OCEAN DIP 


Two of the most daring and difficult feats ever performed by any airman 
—$ 


Weather conditions permitting, a 


WELL KNOWN LOCAL YOUNG LADY 


Will make a flight seated in Ely's biplane 


ELY DAY IN LETHBRIDGE will be one of the Biggest Events ever 
pulled off in Southern Alberta 


ADMISSION 75 Cents Sister rt? 2H eo" asec hed 


Opening the splendid new $30,000 Main Exhibition Building 


WATCH FOR RAILROAD EXCURSION RATES 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 11 July 1911. 
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INTRODUCTION 


From 1911 to 1926 civil aviation in the Lethbridge district was dominated by four 
aviation events and two individuals. These two individuals, J.E. Palmer and H.H. 


Fitzsimmons were, in turn, responsible for the formation of the only two active civil 
aviation companies in the region. 


The four aviation events were the visits to Lethbridge by E.B. Ely in 1911, 
Katherine Stinson in 1918, E.C. Hoy in 1919, and C.0. Prest and L.M. Bach in 1921. 


The two companies formed by Palmer and Fitzsimmons were Lethbridge Aircraft Co. 
Ltd. (1920-22) and Southern Alberta Air Lines (1924). 


A description of each of these events and companies follows: 


EUGENE B. ELY - 1911 


On 14 July 1911, E.B. Ely became the first man to fly an airplane at Lethbridge. 
This event came about when organizers of the annual Lethbridge Exhibition (held in 
August) decided to see if they could arrange for an airplane to fly at the 
Exhibition. When Ely was contacted it was learned that he was not available during 
August but that he would be in North Western United States in July, and could perhaps 
arrange a flying exhibition at that time. The organizers wasted no time in obtaining 
a contract with him to fly on July 14 at Henderson Lake Park. 


On July 13 Ely's Curtiss type biplane arrived in Lethbridge by train from Baker 
City, Oregon. The airplane was accompanied by William Hoff, who arranged for its 
transportation to the Park at Henderson Lake. It was then made ready for flight. 


On the morning of July 14, Ely arrived in the city and immediately went to the 
Henderson Lake Park to inspect his airplane and the flying field. By noon, a large 
crowd had gathered at the Park to witness this historic event. The A.R. and I. 
(Alberta Railway and Irrigation Company) ran special trains to the Park and hundreds 


of people came from the surrounding area. By afternoon, most of the businesses in 
Lethbridge had closed. 


Although Ely was scheduled to make three fifteen minute flights only two short 
flights were made. The first flight took place at 2:48 p.m. and lasted only 7 
minutes. After this flight the pilot reported that "the air was full of holes". A 
second flight took place at 3:21 p.m. and lasted 13 minutes. During this flight he 
was able to circle the crowd. Despite the short duration of the flights, the many 


spectators were well satisfied with the event. Ely left the city for Seattle on the 
morning train on July 15. 


KATHERINE STINSON - 1918 


The second person to fly an airplane at Lethbridge was a charming girl from the 
United States. In 1918 Katherine Stinson spent most of July and part of August in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, where she put on many flying exhibitions using a Curtiss 


type biplane. On July 9, she flew mail from Calgary to Edmonton in 2 hours and 5 
minutes. 


The organizers of the Southern Alberta Amalgamated Fair and Stampede (held in 
Lethbridge July 22 - 27) were able to arrange for Stinson to put on a flying display 
on the last day of the fair. Thus on July 27, Stinson made two flights from the fair 
grounds at Lethbridge. The first flight took place at 4:55 p.m. and lasted 9 
minutes. 
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The second flight, also of 9 minutes, took place at 8:59 p.m. The Lethbridge Daily 
Herald reported that the crowd was greatly pleased with the two flights which 
included "many sharp banks and dives of thrilling nature". 


ERNEST C, HOY ~ 1919 


The third airplane to fly at Lethbridge arrived from Vancouver at 6:22 p.m. on 
July 17, 1919. The Curtiss JN-4 (CAN), flown by E.C. Hoy, had left Vancouver at 4:15 
a.m. that morning. Hoy thus became the first person to fly across the Canadian 
Rockies. The route used by Hoy was the same route to be used some 20 years later 
when Trans Canada Airlines began its cross Canada air service. Hoy's stay in 
Lethbridge was a short one, as he was en route to Calgary. The JN-4 (CAN) left 
Lethbridge at 7:18 p.m. and arrived in Calgary at 8:53 p.m. 


This historic flight had been encouraged when three newspapers (The Calgary 
Herald, The Lethbridge Daily Herald and The Vancouver Daily World) announded that 
they would offer a cash prize of $1,000 to the first person to fly from Vancouver to 


Calgary iniless than 18 hours. dHoy's flight was sponsored by the Vancouver branch of 
the Aerial League of Canada. 


On August 11, Hoy left Calgary en route to Vancouver via the Kicking Horse Pass. 


He crashed on take off at Golden, B.C., and had to complete his return trip on the 
train. 


On August 7, 1966, Hoy was present at the Galt Gardens in Lethbridge where a 
plaque commemorating the "First Crossing of the Canadian Rockies" was unveiled. 


0 CH - 


On August 8, 1921 the first airplane to arrive by air from the United States 
landed at Lethbridge. The airplane, a modified Curtiss Jenny, was flown by Prest and 
Bach. These two American airmen had left Mexico and, were en route to Siberia in 
their airplane named "Polar Bear". In order to raise money for their flight, they 
performed flying exhibitions wherever they could. A flying exhibition was soon 
arranged for Lethbridge. At this time Palmer and Fitzsimmons were operating a 
Curtiss JN-4 (CAN) from Lethbridge. This flying exhibition which took place at 
Lethbridge on August 10 was attended by both airplanes. 


As business was somewhat slow for Palmer and Fitzsimmons, they agreed to 
accompany Prest and Bach to Siberia. The two airplanes left for the north a day or 
so after the flying exhibition at Lethbridge. On the way north, flying exhibitions 
were put on at many of the small towns. The two airplanes arrived in Edmonton on 
August 17. Here Palmer and Fitzsimmons had hoped to be able to install a long range 
fuel tank in their airplane. When this was found impossible to do on short notice, 
Palmer and Fitzsimmons had to abandon their plan to fly to Siberia with Prest and 
Bach. When Prest and Bach left Edmonton for Jasper, Palmer and Fitzsimmons 
accompanied them part way. They then parted company. Palmer and Fitzsimmons 


returned to Lethbridge, while Prest and Bach headed west to the British Columbia 
coast. 


In late September, Prest and Bach had to abandon their flight to Siberia when 
their airplane was damaged beyond repair at Prince Rupert. 


A description of the involvement in this flight by Palmer and Fitzsimmons 
published by the Lethbridge Herald (see References). 
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John Woslyng 


Katherine Stinson at Lethbridge July 1919. 








Tomorrow, Friday, July 26th 
is TRAVELLERS’ & ROTARY DAY 


Alberta’s Big Amalgamated Fair and Stampede 


At Southern 


The United Commercial Travellers and the Rotary 
Club have been lying awake mights thinking op spe- 
cial stunts which they will spring oo Friday, se if 
yeu mies coming te the Fam that day you will miss 


something geod. 


Owing to the weather conditions which prevailed 
on Wednesday, the mayors of Raymond; Magrath and 
Cardston have proclaimed Friday a beliday im these 
towns and every indication pomis to thin day being 
a recerd breaker. 





SEF THE BEST STAMPEDE EVER STACED IN 
WESTERN CANADA. 

The bucking brencs, the wild steers, the trick 
riders and repers and aB the host-of other features. 
Vou cammet aiferd to mine it, 

Admission Prices .... $0c; Grandstand ... 50¢ 
Evening 2Se; Evening. 2Se 
Children, ender 12.......... 0... .... FREE 
AD. DAY, W. McC. MOORE, 
Arena Drgeter Manager 


Miss Catherine Stinson 


The world’s premier woman aviator has arnved in 


the city and 


Will Fly TWICE on 
Saturday, July 27th 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 26 July 1919. 
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The Lethbridge Aircraft Co., Ltd. 


Are Now YPrepara’d to Receive 
AERIAL ADVERTISING AND PHOTOGRAPHY CONTRACTS 


Stuot and Exhibition PlyiIng at Fare. Picnics. amt Public GQacher. 
ings, Passcoger Filghtra dally. afternoun and etening. fram our aero 
drome at Fair Grounds. Book your flight by engagemeht with 

H. 4H. FITZIMMONS 
PHONE 1675 MANAGER 


Exctusive Agents for Canadian Made Acroplanes and Parts 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 7 June 1920. 






FLYING EXHIBITION TONIGHT 


AT MUNICIPAL AERODROME, LETHBRIDGE 
BY THK KINGS OF THE AIR, 


MESSRS. PREST AND BACH 


on thetr ble plene flying from Mesico to Nthetta. 


PALMER AND FITZSIMMONS 


Proclaimed by eaaterc aviation oMictats an the premiere conmuateretal 
Canadian aviators, 
A treiiling axhibition by two airplanes of founing. rolling, epin 
alng, wing walking, eto, by master airmen. 
AT 7.16 P.M. @HARP. 
JHE OLET ALRIAL SHOW EVER STAGED IN LETHBRIOCGE. 


Adults 50c; Children 25c. 






















Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 10 August 1921. 


II-42 


LETHBRIDGE AIRCRAFT CO. LTD. 


The Lethbridge Aircraft Company was formed in 1920 by two WWI veterans, H.H. 
Fitzsimmons and J.E. Palmer. The company was incorporated in the Province of Alberta 
on May 21, 1920. One hundred shares at $100 each were issued. The company proposed 
to purchase two Curtiss airplanes. They expected that aerial photography and 
advertising would be an important part of their business. The company was able to 
generate considerable support and had at least thirty shareholders. One of the 
shareholders was the Lethbridge Brewing and Malt Co. Fitzsimmons was to be the 
business manager with Palmer being the pilot. 


Much of the history of this company was written by Fitzsimmons for the Lethbridge 
Daily Herald. The first article: "One Cruise of the Airplane ‘Lethbridge'" appeared 
in the paper on September 29, 1921 (see References). The second series of articles: 
"The Sky Hoboes" appeared in seven weekly installments beginning on May 20, 1922. 
These articles were later published in book form (see References). 


On May 20, the company received its one and only airplane, a Curtiss JN-4 (CAN) 
which was later registered as G-CABX. The aircraft was test flown on May 29 by 
Palmer. The first passengers were then taken aloft. The first passenger, J.S. 
Kirkham, described his first airplane ride in an article, "Mrs. Iama Peach Goes Up in 
The Air", (See References) The company built a small hangar adjacent to the fair 


grounds near Henderson Lake. A suitable airfield was also established at this 
location. 


In June the Lethbridge Breweries Ltd. gave the company a contract to drop cards 
from the air. These cards told about a new drink, OKLA-APPLO, which was produced by 
the brewery. Some of the cards contained a lucky number which entitled the finder to 
a free case of the drink. This contract began a long association between E.G. Sick 
of the brewery and Palmer. Later the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. carried advertising for 
the brewery on the wings of their airplane. Apparently the provincial liquor 


authority was not pleased with this, as liquor advertising was banned from the 
newspaper and outdoor billboards. 


During 1920, the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. attended many country fairs in southern 
Alberta at which thousands of passengers were flown. For the most part, these 
passengers had never seen an airplane before let alone flown. 


In addition to flying passengers, and doing aerial advertising, the company was 
able to obtain an aerial camera, which enabled them to receive a contract to 
photograph the Noble Foundation farm from the air. The company also gave a flying 
exhibition over the City of Lethbridge to advertise the Locklear film "The Great Air 
Robbery". During this flight Fitzsimmons demonstrated the art of wing walking. 
(0.L. Locklear had performed wing walking at Calgary and Edmonton earlier that year. 
Locklear was killed in a flying accident in the United States on 3 August 1920.) 


Despite the fact that their airplane was out of commission for over three weeks 
due to an accident at Verdigris Coulee, the company reported that over 22,000 miles 
had been flown in 1920. The total revenue for the year was $4,640. However, after 
expenses and depreciation the company reported a net loss of $759 for 1920. At the 
end of the summer, the aircraft was placed in storage for the winter. 


The 1921 flying season commenced on May 16 when Palmer made the first flight of 
the year. The activities of the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. during 1921 were much the 
Same as for 1920. Almost all of the flying was of an exhibition nature at country 
fairs, One exception, occurred in May when the company was hired to do some aerial 
photography in the Crows' Nest Pass area for a Calgary motion picture company. 
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In August of that year, Fitzsimmons and Palmer accompanied Bach and Prest, who 
were flying to Siberia, as far north as Edmonton (see References). 


At the end of 1921 the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. reported that a total of 30,000 
miles had been flown that year. However, the company could see that the days of 
barnstorming and exhibition flying were coming to anend. For this reason they 
announced that they would give up exhibition flying and concentrate on the establish- 


ment of a flying school. At the end of the season the aircraft was again put in 
storage for the winter. 


Early in 1922, Fitzsimmons and Palmer came up with a plan to fly to Ottawa. The 
purpose of the flight was to promote their flying school and advertise southern 
Alberta. In order to finance the flight, advertising space on the side of the 
airplane was sold. In addition, permission from the Post Office was obtained to 
carry letters. These were to carry the normal 3 cent Canadian postage stamp but were 
sold for one dollar each, the profit being used to help finance the trip. No doubt 
the company, by proving the feasibility of an airmail service, hoped to obtain a 
future subsidy for a possible air mail service. 


On Saturday, June 17, a large crowd was on hand to see Palmer test fly the newly 
overhauled airplane. At 3:12 P.M. on June 21, the heavy laden Curtiss took off for 
Ottawa with Palmer in the pilots seat and Fitzsimmons as passenger. A storm delayed 
their progress but on June 24 they were able to cross the U.S. border and land at 
North Portal, North Dakota. The next day they experienced some minor engine problems 
at Minot, North Dakota. After this problem had been corrected, Palmer took the 
airplane up for a short test flight. He was pleased with the performance, but just 
as he was about to land an automobile was driven across the runway in front of hin. 
In order to avoid a collision with the car, the pilot was forced to make a sharp 
turn. This resulted in one wing striking the ground and a crash followed. The 
propeller, undercarriage and wings were badly damaged. As repairs to the airplane 
could not be undertaken, ina short period of time, the flight to Ottawa had to be 
abandoned. The mail was then sent on to its destination by train. Fitzsimmons and 
Palmer returned to Lethbridge by train with the remains of their aircraft. 


An investigation revealed that the car driven in front of the airplane was 
operated by a woman learning to drive! She was unaware that she had driven in front 
of the airplane. 


The Lethbridge Aircraft Co. were unable to repair their aircraft and ceased to 


operate. No annual reports were submitted after 1921 and the company was struck from 
the Provincial Register on May 30, 195. 


There is no record that the company's aircraft, G-CABX, was repaired at 
Lethbridge after the accident at Minot. According to records in Ottawa this airplane 
was sold to Peter Lerbzemo, of Tofield on July 13, 1928 and registered as G-CATE. 
The aircraft was then sold to E.A. Reynolds of Wetaskiwin on April 5, 1929. 


A Curtiss JN-4 (CAN) has recently been restored by the Reynolds Museum in 
Wetaskiwin and is on display in the Edmonton Convention Centre. According to Stan 
Reynolds the aircraft on display was originally owned by W.R. May of Edmonton. Other 
official records seem to indicate that this aircraft was the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. 
Curtiss JN-4 (CAN) G-CABX! 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA AIR LINES (1924) 


By the spring of 1924 Fitzsimmons was ready to re-enter commercial aviation in 
Lethbridge. His first attempt had come to an end in 1922, when the only aircraft 
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WATCH! 


—— THE— 


OKLA-APPLO 
AEROPLANE 


On Saturday the Okla Applo Aeroplane will drop over Lethbridge folders telling 
all about the wenderful new drink. Attached to a number of these will be one of 
our cards stating that pessession af it will entitle the lucky finder te 


1 Case Containing 24 Pint Bottles 
of Okla-Applo FREE 


Lucky finders mail in your cards er present at oar offices and have your prize de- 
hivered, 





What is Okla-Applo? 


A drink brewed and prepared from the blended juices eof cheicest Okanagan 
apples, treated to give it spark, vim and sest. Jt bubbles forth like the rarest of 
sweet champagnes, dehciously sweet and pleasmg te the palate, a tenic te the 
perves, an aid te health. 


Okla-Applo is the only non-alcoholic sweet champagne made from the pure juice 
ef apples manufactured in Canada. 


DRINK IT AT SODA FOUNTAINS, FRUIT STANDS AND CANDY STORES—OR 
PHONE 554 AND HAVE US DELIVER A CASE DIRECT 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS 






e ft . 
in fry . 
We sgl e 


at 4 
so /. 
Bes 7 at q 





Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 3 June 1920. 
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e&Will Some 


For Business Reasons - - - 





Prominent public and business men now realize that aircraft 
transportation is not a stunt, bul s means of quick, smooth and 
safe Wansvoriation—fhve times speedier than motoring, much 
more comfortable and safer by far, 


When men like Mayor Hardie of Lethbridge, Mayor McDonald of 
Macleod, Mr. Arthur Barnoley and the entire McLaughlin Motor 
Sales Co., Mark Rogers and the Studebsher sales force of Rogers 
& Co., the Pantages thestricel troupe of Fair week, and in addi- 
tion a Canadian record of 118 passengers at Macleod Jubilee, 11 
proves literally that “Million now walking will sometime fly.” 
This aloo proves that the people of Southern Alberta have conf- 
dence in the men who have devoted nearly five years in stesdy, 
Persistent effort to educate the public into the use of the airplane 
oe a mode of transportation where time means money, as on edu- 
cational feature, as a perfectly safe and healthy recreation. 


To further stimulate public interest, we wish to announce that 
ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd, WE WILL INAUGURATE A 
FLYING SERVICE with the new $6,000.00 150 horee power 
motored airplane “Lethbridge 31" between Lethbridge and 
Waterton Lakes, weather permilting. 


Leave Lethbridge 01 10:30 a.m, arrive Waterton Lakes 11:30 a.m. 
Lesve Waterton at 5 p.m., arrive Lethbridge 6 p.m. and should 
the patronage warrant we will maintain this service for the bal- 
ance of the season 


“Fly and the World Flies W;th You; 


Millions Now Walking) 


For Pleasure - - - 





Time Fly” 


For Health 


ADVERTISING FLIGHTS, PHOTOGRAPHIC FLIGHTS, LONG 
OR SHORT DISTANCE FLIGHTS anywhere, by arrangement 
FLYING TUITION. We sell, maintein dnd howe machines of 
any type, airplane or flying boot, et prices thet will not exceed 
thet of a moderate priced car. Terms on application. 

Special rates to the oi! felds and to physicians on out-of-towk 
emergency trips. 








Our machine is authorized and licensed to carry express or pai- 
senger by the Canedian government. The personnel engaged in 
ils operation and maintenance are skilful, certificated and ex- 
perienced pilots, air engineers and mechanics, 


You are cordially invited to the Municiosl Airdrome Sunday, Aug. 
3rd at 10:00 a.m. to see the good ship “Lethbridge 11." newly 
painted and overhauled, depart on her new echeduled service 
thus establishing another milestone in the Bying history of South- 
ern Alberta end Lethbridge. 

Round Trip to the Lakes, $35.00 per passenger; $20.00 single fore. 
Nook Your Pusage Now by Applying to Harry Fitzsimrions. 


Manager, Southern Alberta Air Lines 
31234 SEVENTH AVE. S. PHONE 2822 


NH: At all times please keep off the flying tieltt with wutos, horece 
on dogs for safety reasons Thank you for your co-operation in thi. 


Creep and You Walk Alone.” 


Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 30 July 1924. 


ROUTE PLANNED BY CAPT. HOY IN FLIGHT 
ACROSS ROCKY MOUNTAINS TO CALGARY 
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Notice from the Calgary Herald 7 August 1919. 
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of the Lethbridge Aircraft Co. crashed at Minot, North Dakota during an attempted 
trans Canada mail flight. 


In May of 1924, H.H. Fitzsimmons arranged for the purchase of a 150 H.P. Hispano 
powered Standard J-1 biplane. The previous history of this airplane is not known 
although one report indicates that the aircraft had been grounded by the RNWMP when 
the pilot violated air regulations. This report further indicated that this aircraft 


had been obtained from Lethbridge businessman Mark Rogers by Fitzsimmons, after it 
was released by the RNWMP. 


It is known that in late May the aircraft was being assembled in Lethbridge. An 
announcement was then made that a new company, Southern Alberta Air Lines, would soon 
commence an air taxi service between Lethbridge and Waterton Lakes. Palmer was to be 
the pilot. On June 17 the aircraft was flown to the High River Air Station for an 
airworthy inspection. The aircraft was flown by W.L. Rutledge with Fitzsimmons as 
passenger. By this time the aircraft was registered as G-CAEO. 


On July 1, history was made when Mayor Hardie of Lethbridge was flown by Palmer 
to Fort MacLeod for the Jubilee celebrations. In doing so Mayor Hardie became the 


first civie official in the west to use an airplane to bring greetings from a sister 
city. 


A few weeks later, Palmer was in the news again when he flew Mark Rogers to an 
o1l well site near Coutts. 


On July 30 an advertisement appeared in the Lethbridge Daily Herald which 
announced the inauguration of a flying service between Lethbridge and Waterton 
Lakes. By this time the company had named their airplane Lethbridge JI. The company 
also introduced their slogan "Millions Now Walking Will Sometime Fly". 


On the weekend of August 9, the airplane was busy at Waterton Lakes flying 


passengers. The aircraft was then flown to Pincher Creek to attend the annual fair 
which was to be held on August 12 and 13. The plane was kept busy flying passengers 
on these two days. When the fair was over, Palmer climbed into the aircraft and 


began his takeoff for Lethbridge. Unfortunately, he struck a large badger hole which 
resulted in damage to the aircraft. The aircraft was further damaged in the attempt 
to remove it from the accident scene. The final damage was a broken propeller, 


undercarriage and two wings. The aircraft was then dismantled and shipped back to 
Lethbridge on a truck. 


There is no record of this airplane being repaired after the accident. At this 
time Fitzsimmons decided he had had enough of aviation and gave it up for good! The 
company, Southern Alberta Air Lines, was not registered in 1924, however, this name 


was later adopted by C.B. Elliott when he established an air service in 1929 at 
Lethbridge. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In 1927 two events occurred which were to have a significant impact on civil 
aviation in Canada. 


The first event took place in April, when Charles A. Lindberg became the first 
person to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. Prior to this event, only a small 
group of people looked upon civil aviation favorably. However, after this flight 
many of aviation's previous sceptics became its major boosters. 


The second event occurred late in the year, when the Canadian Government (via the 
Department of National Defence) introduced a program, whereby the formation of local 
flying clubs was encouraged. The program included cash subsidies for each pilot 
trained, as well as the issue of training aircraft. While Lethbridge did not benefit 
in a direct way from this program, many of the pilots who later became active in the 
area learned to fly under this scheme. 


It was not long after Lindberg's flight across the Atlantic, that J.E. Palmer was 
once again engaged in commercial aviation in Lethbridge. 


In the 1930's the only requirement to operate a commercial aviation service was 
that the pilot hold a commercial licence, and that the aircraft used be registered as 
commercial. This section contains an alphabetical list of the individuals and 
companies that operated commercial air service in the Lethbridge area from 1927 to 
1939. 

Boffa, E.J. 

Canadian Airways Ltd. 

Chinook Flying Service Ltd. 
Crows' Nest Pass Flying Club 
Flying Associates Ltd. 
Lethbridge Commercial Airways 
MacKenzie Air Service Ltd 
Rancher's Air Line Ltd. 
Rutledge Air Service Ltd. 
Sherman W.A. 

Southern Alberta Air Lines Ltd. 
Trans Canada Air Lines Ltd. 
Tweed Air Service 

Vance Air Service Ltd. 


EsJ. BOFFA 


E.J. Boffa was active in commercial aviation at Lethbridge from 1930 to 1936. He 
arrived in Lethbridge from Great Falls, Montana, in the summer of 1930. He had spent 
the previous two years at Great Falls, where he had obtained a pilot licence. While 
in Montana, Boffa purchased and rebuilt a Waco biplane. 


When Boffa came to Lethbridge, he brought the Waco with him. The Waco was given 
a Canadian registration CF-AOI. While he was acquiring his Canadian pilot licence, 
the Waco was leased to Southern Alberta Air Lines Ltd. Boffa later entered into an 
agreement with Z.L. Leigh which resulted in the Waco being used by Leigh Air Service 
of Medicine Hat. Boffa spent part of the summer of 1930 rebuilding a Gipsy Moth for 
Southern Alberta Air Lines. Early in 1931 the Waco, CF-AOI, was sold to G.H. Rice of 
Calgary. 


Boffa's next aircraft was another Waco, which also came from Montana. This 
aircraft, CF-AQU, was registered to Boffa in May 1931. For the next three years Boffa 
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Henry Hammond 





The Stinson Aircraft from Great Falls, Montana that was damaged at Lethbridge in February 1930. E.J. Boffa 
was a passenger. 


Art Trotter 





Waco, CF-AOI, owned by E.J. Boffa 1930. 
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Glenbow Archives 





Aircraft at Pincher Creek during First Alberta Air Tour November 1930. 


Phil Muncaster 





Puss Moth, CF-AGW, owned by E.J. Boffa, 1936. 
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used the Waco primarily for barnstorming. The summer of 1931 was spent on tour in 
Western Canada with Lloyd Comba's "All Canadian Air Tour". Boffa later teamed up 
with R.B. Lomheim, who was to become a seasoned parachute jumper. Boffa and Lomhein 
became favourites at the many country fairs, where Lomheim would make a parachute 
jump and then Boffa would be available to give passenger rides in the Waco. This 
aircraft, CF-AQU, was sold to the Tudor Brothers of Lethbridge early in 1935. 


In addition to barnstorming, Boffa and his airplane were available for charter 
work, One of the peculiarities of Southern Alberta and Saskatchewan is that most 
roads and railroads run in a north-westerly (or south-easterly) direction. This 
posed a problem for someone wanting to go north-east from Lethbridge. One solution 
to the problem was to fly! Boffa was able to capitalize on this during the early 
1930's. He made quite a few charter flights from Lethbridge to Kindersley, 
Saskatchewan, where his passenger (usually a salesman) could connect with another 
rail line. It was on one of these trips that he met Art Craig. 


Craig haa operated Peace River Airways from 1929 until 1932 when his company was 
forced into bankruptcy. This was caused by a combination of poor economic times and 
an accident to his airplane, a high wing American Eagle, CF-A0Q. Craig then returned 
to Kindersley with the Eagle, which he was slowly repairing. 


Early in 1935 Boffa arranged for the purchase of the Eagle and flew it to 
Lethbridge. During the rebuilding, Craig had replaced the 165 horsepower Continental 
engine with a 225 horsepower Wright engine. When Boffa tried to register the Eagle, 
he learned that the new engine installation was not approved. The Eagle was only 
approved for the smaller 165 horsepower model Wright engine. Needless to say, the 
Eagle with its 225 horsepower engine was a real performer. In the summer of 1935, 
there was a serious outbreak of grasshoppers in Southern Alberta. Boffa had demon- 
strated the spreading of grasshopper bait (poison) using Waco, CF-AQU, in April of 
that year. He was given permission to use the Eagle (with the large engine) to 
Spread grasshopper bait but not for any other commercial use. The smaller horsepower 
engine was later acquired and installed in the Eagle. In November 1935 Boffa traded 
the Eagle to Advance Air Service of Calgary for their Puss Moth, CF-AGW. Advance Air 
Service had obtained a contract to fly fish in Northern Alberta and required a larger 
aircraft. 


With the cabin Puss Moth, Boffa was able to offer year round charter service. 
The Waco, with its open cockpit, left a lot to be desired from a comfort point of 
view for the winter passenger. The Puss Moth came equipped with a set of skis and 
these proved valuable early in 1936. Boffa was able to find quite a bit of work for 
the Puss Moth. Much of the work came from oil companies working in Southern 
Alberta. In February he was given a contract by the Terminal Oil Company to fly 
supplies to their well site near Del Bonita. In March he was given a short contract 
to fly fisn from Lesser Slave Lake. In late March, Boffa and C.H. Tweed attempted to 
fly members of the Calgary Ski Club from Chestermere Lake to Ptarmagin Lake. 
Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate and the fliers had to turn back when 
their route was blocked by snow and fog. 


Boffa left Lethbridge in the summer of 1936 when he began a new career as a bush 
pilot in Northern Saskatchewan. 


In addition to being a superb pilot, Boffa was also both a master mechanic and 
aircraft rebuilder. One of his nicknames was "OX" Boffa as he was one of the few 
that had mastered the water cooled engine used in the early Waco's. In his early 
years at Lethbridge, when it was too cold to fly, Boffa spent his time rebuilding 
airplanes. In addition to maintaining the above mentioned airplanes, Boffa purchased 
a damaged Avro Avian, CF-AIF. This Avian was rebuilt by Boffa and later used on the 
barnstorming circuit. It was badly damaged in a landing accident at Kindersley 
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while being flown by W.A. Sherman. 


CANADIAN ATRWAYS LID. 


Canadian Airways Ltd. was established late in 1931 when it took over the 
operation of Western Canada Airways Ltd. along with some other smaller aviation 
concerns, J.A. Richardson of Winnipeg was the major shareholder in both companies. 
Western Canada Airways had been formed in 1926 to provide a bush flying service to 
the mining areas of North-Western Ontario. The company soon expanded its operations 


all across Canada. In 1942 Canadian Airways became part of the newly formed Canadian 
Pacific Airlines. 


In 1928 Western Canada Airways began operating a weekly experimental passenger 
and air express service between Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton. In December of that 
year the company was given a three week experimental mail contract. The company was 
to make daily flights between Winnipeg and Calgary with a stop at Regina. No 
passengers were carried and all flying took place during the day. The experiment was 
deemed a success and the Post Office announced that it would establish a permanent 
air mail service in the West. However, before this could take place, emergency 
airfields would have to be built and night lighting (beacons, etc.) would have to be 
established as, in order to provide the required air service, night flying would have 
to be undertaken. It was not until March 1930 that the Prairie Air Mail became a 
reality. Western Canada Airways was given the contract to fly this route. The route 
was a Y shape with mail being flown from Winnipeg to Moose Jaw on a joint route. 
From Moose Jaw, two legs were flown. One was to Edmonton with a stop at North 
Battleford, and the other to Calgary with a stop at Medicine Hat. Lethbridge was not 
included in the original route nor was there a link between Edmonton and Calgary. 


The City of Lethbridge was most disappointed to be left out of the Prairie Air 
Mail and lobbied for inclusion. It was implied that Lethbridge would be included 
when they improved their airport (including night lighting). The city set about to 
meet these requirements and in June 1930 an airport bylaw was passed. The bylaw 
included a provision for the construction of a large hangar. By 1 October 1930, the 
civic hangar had been completed and the airport lighting system was ready for use. 


Later thar year the city learned that the air mail would be re-routed via Lethbridge 
in the new year. 


On 15 January 1931, the first air mail plane, a Fokker XIV, CF-AIL, flown by H. 
Hollick-Kenyon arrived in Lethbridge from Calgary. The next day A.H. Farrington 
arrived with the air mail from Moose Jaw in a Boeing 40B~4, CF-AIM. No sooner had 
the air mail arrived in Lethbridge when rumours began to circulate that, due to the 
poor economic conditions, the Post Office might curtail some of the air mail routes. 
In August the city received some good news, when it was announced that Lethbridge 
would replace Calgary as a divisional point for Canadian Airways. This came about 
with the cancellation of the Moose Jaw to Edmonton air mail effective 17 August 
1931. In its place a new service was started between Lethbridge and Edmonton (with a 
stop at Calgary). As a result Canadian Airways transferred all their personnel from 


Calgary, and some from Moose Jaw, to Lethbridge. The company also leased the civic 
hangar from the city. 


For the next eight months the "air mail" provided an important economic benefit 
to the city. The airport became a busy place with at least two mail planes arriving 
and departing each day. In addition to pilots, air engineers, and other station 
personnel being based in Lethbridge, Canadian Airways had a spare mail plane based at 
the airport. By early 1932 the rumours of an air mail cancellation were being heard 
more often. The rumour became fact when it was announced that, effective 31 March 
1932, the entire Prairie Air Mail service would be cancelled. P.B. Calder had the 
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Photo - via Frank Kelly 


Sir Alexander Galt Museum 





Fokker FXIV mail planes used on the Prairie Air Mail 1930 to 1932. Photo taken at Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Boeing B-40-4, CF-AIM. First air mail plane to leave Lethbridge 16 January 1931. 
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Joe Patton 


Joe Patton 








Gipsy Moth, CF-ADU and CF-AGJ, during a barnstorming tour in the Crows Nest Pass circa 1931. 
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dubious honor of flying the last air mail out of Lethbridge on 31 March 1932. 


With the loss of the air mail contract, Canadian Airways gave up the lease on the 
civic hangar and transferred their personnel (some were laid off) from Lethbridge. 


When the air mail was cancelled, the Federal Government stated that the measure 
was only temporary. It was not until mid 1936 that economic conditions warranted its 


return. However, still another three years elapsed until permanent air mail service 
was restored in the West. 


During the depression, the Federal Government established many work camps for the 
unemployed. Some of these were used for the construction of new airports in antici- 
pation of the resumption of the air mail. Canadian Airways continued to moniter the 
possible return of the air mail service. In anticipation of its return, the company 
had some of their pilots trained in blind (instrument) flying. The first Canadian 
Airways pilot to be trained in blind flying was former Lethbridge pilot Z.L. Leigh. 


In August 1936, Canadian Airways was given a contract to test a proposed air 
route between Lethbridge and Vancouver. A new twin engine Lockheed 10A, CF-BAF, was 
based in Lethbridge for the purpose. The Lockheed was flown by H. Hollick-Kenyon. 
The tests were completed in late October of that year. 


When negotiations were held between Canadian Airways and the Federal Government, 
with regard to a contract to operate the proposed new cross Canada air service, they 
were unable to agree to the terms laid out. As a result the Federal Government 
established a crown company, Trans Canada Air Lines, to operate the service. 


CHINOOK FLYING SERVICE LTD. 


Chinook Flying Service of Calgary became active in January of 1931 when a Gipsy 
Moth, CF={ADU, was purchased. Financing for the company came from Dr. D.W. Dixson. 
Joe Patton was the chief pilot. The company later acquired two Cirrus Moths, G-CARY, 
and G-CARZ, along with a Stinson Detroiter, G-CANI, from the bankrupt Great Western 


Airways. Chinook Flying Service was itself forced into bankruptcy at the end of 
1932. 


The company became active in Lethbridge in April 1931 after Southern Alberta Air 
Lines ceased to operate. The company, in fact, operated out of the old Southern 
Alberta Air Lines hangar. All the flying at Lethbridge was done using Gipsy Moth, 


CF-ADU, flown by Joe Patton. The company remained active in Lethbridge for less than 
two months. 


In June of 1931 T.L. Comba organized a barnstorming tour of Western Canada under 
the name of "The All Canadian Air Tour". When the tour left Calgary on June 20, Joe 
Patton went with them in the Gipsy Moth, CF-ADU. 


According to the log book of Joe Patton, CF-ADU was based at Lethbridge from 
April 24 to June 11, 1931. Over 50 hours were flown during this period. 


C ' G CLUB 


The Crows' Nest Pass Flying Club was formed in 1934 by a group of flying 


enthusiasts from the region. The club was incorporated in the Province of Alberta on 
3 December 1934. 


The club did not acquire an aircraft but did arrange for C.H. Tweed of Lethbridge 
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to come to Blairmore, Alberta on a regular basis to give flying lessons to its 
members. Many of the club members also went to Lethbridge to take flying lessons. 


In April 1935 C.H. Tweed arranged for a flying display to be held in The Pass at 
Lees Lake for members of the club. Three aircraft participated and R.B. Lomheim made 
a parachute jump. In August of that year members of the club were taken for a ride 
in Grant MeConachie's (United Air Transport) Ford Tri-Motor, G-CARC, when it paid a 
visit to The Pass. 


Joe Heaton was the first of the club members to solo an aircraft. This took 
place at Lethbridge in Tweeda's Monocoupe on 11 September 1935. At least two other 
members of the club went solo before the end of 1935. In the summer of 1936 Joe 
Heaton arranged for the purchase of a Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP. This aircraft was put in 
service by C.H. Tweed to replace his Monocoupe that had been destroyed by fire. It 
is possible that the club planned to acquire this aircraft once they had enough 
members with pilot licences. However, in 1937 Tweed left Lethbridge and the Gipsy 
Moth, CF-AGP, was damaged twice that year. After the last accident the aircraft was 
sold and went to the Windermere Valley. After Tweed left Lethbridge, the city was 
without a flying service and the Crows' Nest Pass Flying Club died a natural death. 
On 15 August 1938 the club was struck from the Provincial register. 


FLYING ASSOCTATES LTD. 


Flying Associates Ltd. was formed in Winnipeg in the mid 1930's by a group of 
flying enthusiasts. The company obtained the Western Canada dealership for the 
Luscombe aircraft, when it was introduced in 1938. 


Early in December 1938, P.J. Cooper, the President of Flying Associates, visited 
Lethbridge and announced that his company would soon base an aircraft in the city. 
On 19 December 1938 pilot A.J. Currie arrived with a Luscombe 8, CF-BLW. The company 
was then able to open a flying school and charter service. The arrival of this 
aircraft was welcomed by the residents of Lethbridge, as there had been no aircraft 
available for charter in the city since the departure of C.H. Tweed early in 1937. 


The new flying school was well received, and the company soon had twelve students 
enrolled. One of the students was a young lady from Manyberries, Miss Ethel Higdon. 
She became the fourth women to fly at Lethbridge. Other students of the school 
were: Brian Baker, Dan Crabb, Gordon Crawford, Frank Gorkam, Hyrum Fromm, Glen 
Hayes, Glen Little, Lee Tape, Henry Viney and John Zmurchyk. Although initial 
support for the new company was good, the weather in January and February was very 
cold and the company was unable to show a profit. In the spring of 1939, the 
Luscombe was sold to the Edmonton and Northern Alberta Aero Club. The company then 
closed its Lethbridge office. 


After the closure of this flying organization, the citizens of Lethbridge would 
have to wait until after World War II for another organization to offer flying 
instruction and charter service. When the Calgary Aero Club moved to Lethbridge in 
1940 to operate the #5 EFTS, they attempted to set up a civilian flying school at the 
old airport, but this scheme never came to fruition. 


LETHBRIDGE COMMERCIAL ALRWAYS 
In 1927, C.B. Elliott of Lethbridge became interested in a career in commercial 


aviation. At that time there was no aircraft or flying school in Lethbridge (nor 
anywhere in Alberta!). He then did the obvious; purchased a plane, hired a 
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pilot and formed an aviation company! The pilot he hired was none other than J.E. 
Palmer. 


The airplane purchased was a Standard J-1 biplane powered by a Hispano-Suiza 
engine. The previous history of this airplane is unknown. It is known, however, that 
in June of 1927 this aircraft was located at the High River Air Station. Presumably 
it was being inspected by Air Force personne] for the airworthiness certificate. One 
report indicates the aircraft had recently been overhauled at High River. A Standard 
J-1, G-CAHU, was registered to Lethbridge Commercial Airways on 22 August 1927. 


In late July, the aircraft arrived in Lethbridge under the command of Palmer. 
The company established an airport at North Lethbridge, and soon began to offer the 
usual sight-seeing trips. Once again, the airplane was a familiar sight over 
Lethbridge. However, not all residents were pleased with the arrival of this 


airplane. A.M. Dykes complained to city council that the airplane was scaring his 
poultry. 


Palmer took the Standard J-1 to the Cardston Fair (August 9 and 10) where passen- 
ger flights were available at $7.50 per ride. On September 11 the company airplane 
dropped tickets over Lethbridge and the recipient of the lucky ticket (Miss Elsie 
Lippenwell) won a free trip by air to Waterton Lakes. In late September Elliott and 
Palmer spent a few days flying from the Air Force airstrip at Waterton Lakes. 


At the end of September, Elliott announced that the company had ceased flying for 
the season and that the airplane had been dismantled for winter storage. He further 
Stated that business had been good and that the company would operate a regular air 
service to Waterton Lakes from Lethbridge starting in the spring of 1928. 


By the time the flying season arrived in 1928, the aviation scene in Alberta (and 
all of Canada) had changed dramatically. Lindberg's crossing of the Atlantic by 
airplane had created a tremendous interest in flying. In Canada, with the introduc- 
tion of Federal Government support for flying clubs, new flying firms were constantly 
being established. Thus any commercial pilot found himself in great demand. 
Elliott's pilot, J.E. Palmer, was no exception. In March, Palmer moved to Calgary, 
as he had accepted a flying position with the Purple Label Airline. This, of course, 
left Elliott without a pilot for his Lethbridge Commercial Airways. 


By June 13 the Standard J-1 had been assembled and was test flown by Palmer, who 
was visiting Lethbridge. On June 20, Palmer and Elliott flew the Standard J-1 to 
Calgary. The purpose of the flight is not known. On June 23 Palmer and Elliott got 
the airplane ready for the return flight to Lethbridge. On take off from Bowness 


Field, the aircraft struck a rut and nosed over which caused considerable damage. 
Neither Palmer nor Elliott was injured. 


The damaged airplane was later sold to Anderson Brothers in Calgary and 
Lethbridge Commercial Airways ceased to operate. In 1929 Elliott formed a new 
company, Southern Alberta Air Lines, with which he continued his aviation career. 


According to aviation statistics, Lethbridge Commercial Airways flew 57 hours and 
carried 104 passengers in 1927. It is believed only 3 flights were made by the 
company in 1928. 


MACKENZIE AIR SERVICE LTD. 
MacKenzie Air Service was formed in Edmonton in January of 1932. The company was 
primarily engaged in bush flying from Edmonton to points north and down the MacKenzie 


River. MacKenzie Air Service became part of Canadian Pacific Air Lines Ltd. in 1942, 
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In July 1937 MacKenzie Air Service began flying a passenger service between 
Edmonton and Great Falls, Montana with stops at Calgary and Lethbridge. The first 
survey flight was flown by G.W. McLaren and W.L. Brintnell on 7 July 1937. A Model 
17 Beechcraft, CF-BBB, was used. Regular weekly service began on July 9 using the 
same Beechcraft. The pilot was G.W. McLaren. The company suspended this service on 
August 9. 


The company had previously obtained permission from the Federal Government to 
operate this service but this permission was withdrawn a month later. When the 
Federal Government announced the formation of Trans Canada Air Lines and its plan to 
develop a cross Canada mail and passenger service, the operators of some regional air 
services expected they might be allowed to operate feeder services from the main 
route. This was the case with the feeder service from Regina to Saskatoon and Prince 
Albert which was operated by Prairie Airways of Moose Jaw. No doubt, MacKenzie Air 
Service hoped it too would be able to operate the connecting air service between 
Edmonton and Lethbridge. Also, at this time there was considerable interest in an 
interior air link between California and Alaska. Proponents of this route wished to 
avoid the rainy weather on the west coast. One proposal was for Western Air Express 
to fly from California to Great Falls, MacKenzie Air Service to fly from Great Falls 
to Edmonton, Yukon Southern Air Transport to fly from Edmonton to Whitehorse and an 
Alaska operator to fly on to Alaska. As fate would have it, it would be years before 
this interior route was developed. MacKenzie Air Service was effectively barred from 
this route when Trans Canada Air Lines was given the mandate to fly the Edmonton- 
Lethbridge route. 


In September 1939 a Fairchild 82A, CF-AXM, owned by MacKenzie Air Service was 
based at Ft. Macleod for six weeks. The aircraft was flown by R.C. Randall and used 
to carry out an aerial survey for the PFRA. 


RANCHER'S ATR LINE LTD. 


Rancher's Air Line Ltd. of Lethbridge was registered in the Province of Alberta 
as a private company on 22 July 1931. The company was struck from the register on 31 
March 1938. 


Although Rancher's Air Line was set up as a commercial aviation company the only 
flying carried out was for the private and business use of G.G. Ross. All the flying 
was done by Ross himself. 


The company's first airplane was a Curtiss Robin, CF-AHH, which was registered to 
the company on 5 August 1931. The aircraft had been purchased from Commercial 
Airways of Edmonton and was flown to Lethbridge by Ivan Wiesbrod on June 20. In 
March 1932 the aircraft was sold to a group of investors who intended to form a new 
air service (Airportation) at Ft. McMurray. The aircraft was picked up in Lethbridge 
and flown north by Harold Turner on 31 March. Curtiss Robin, CF-AHH, was registered 
to F.L. Heath and G.P.W. Buchan on 25 April 1932. 


On 1 June a new Puss Moth, CF-AGY, was delivered to Ross at his Milk River 
ranch. A Puss Moth, CF-AGY, had been registered to Rancher's Air Line Ltd. on 28 
May, 1932. The aircraft had been flown from Toronto by de Havilland test pilot Geoff 
O'Brian. O'Brian and Ross were old friends. In fact Ross had been given a ride in 
Puss Moth, CF~AGO, the previous year when it was flown across Canada on a 
demonstration flight. 


For the next three years Ross and his Puss Moth were a familiar sight in Southern 
Alberta. The Puss Moth, CF-AGY, was sold on 15 January 1935 for $1,800. On 4 
February 1935, Puss Moth, CF-AGY, was registered to Prairie Airways of Moose Jaw, 


Saskatchewan. 
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Statistics from the pilot's log book of G.G. Ross show he logged 175 hours in a 
Puss Moth and 133 hours in a Curtiss Robin. (This would include about 33 hours flown 
in CF-AHF of Vance Air Service and Southern Alberta Air Lines.) Aviation statistics 
for 1931 indicate Rancher's Air Line flew a total of 128 hours that year. (This 
figure could have included some time with Southern Alberta Air Lines. ) 


RUTLEDGE ATR SERVICE LID. 


Rutledge Air Service was formed in Calgary in June 1929. The company built a 
modern hangar at the then new Calgary Airport (south of 16 Avenue N.W.). The company 
operated both a flying school and a charter service. The company, like most others, 
was eager to obtain a mail contract from the Post Office. In January 1930, W.L. 
Rutledge flew, non-stop, from Calgary to Vancouver in a Curtiss Robin. The purpose 
of the trip was to demonstrate the feasibility of the route for carrying air mail. 


On 9 September 1930 Rutledge Air Service announced that a regular passenger air 
service between Edmonton and Lethbridge, with a stop at Calgary, would commence on 
September 15. Rutledge Air Service was to operate the Lethbridge-Calgary section 
using a Curtiss Robin with Commercial Airways of Edmonton operating the Calgary- 
Edmonton section using a Lockheed Vega. (Rutledge Air Service and Commercial Airways 
were both financed by the brokerage firm Solloway-Mills.) Daily flights were to 
leave Lethbridge at 8:00 A.M. arriving at Edmonton at 11:30 A.M. The return flight 
was to leave Edmonton at 3:30 P.M. arriving at Lethbridge at 6:50 P.M. No doubt 
Rutledge Air Service hoped that by demonstrating their ability to fly a regular 
passenger air service between Edmonton and Lethbridge that they would be given a mail 


contract. At that time there was no connecting air mail service between Edmonton and 
Lethbridge. 


On September 15 the first regular passenger air service linking the City of 
Lethbridge was inaugurated. The first flight north to Edmonton was piloted by Ivan 
Wiesbrod and accompanied by passengers, Miss Shillington, and Lethbridge Herald 
reporter, St. Clair Rivers. The air service operated for about two months and was 
then discontinued. One can surmise that there were not enough passengers to make the 
operation profitable. In December it was announced that the Calgary to Winnipeg 
Prairie Air Mail would be re-routed via Lethbridge early in the new year. Thus 
Rutledge Air Service would have to compete with Canadian Airways (who had the mail 


contract) for passengers. Rutledge Air Service was forced into bankruptcy in 
December of 1931. 


SHERMAN _W. As 


W.A. Sherman of Granum, Alberta entered commercial aviation in April 1931 when he 
purchased a Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ. For the next 4 years he used his airplane primarily 
for barnstorming. He spent the summer of 1931 with Lloyd Comba's all Canadian Air 
Tour. After 1931 he often accompanied other pilots such as C.H. Tweed, E.J. Boffa 
and Phil Lucas on local barnstorming tours. Sherman effectively gave up commercial 
aviation in 1935 when he sold his aircraft. He did fly E.J. Boffa's Avro Avian, 
CF-AIF, on a few occasions after the sale of his airplane. 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA AIR LINES LTD. 


Southern Alberta Air Lines was formed in the spring of 1929 at Lethbridge by C.B. 
Elliott. Elliott had placed an order for a new Gipsy Moth with the western distri- 
butor, Great Western Airways of Calgary. Great Western Airways also recommended that 
the new company hire one of its recent graduates as their instructor. The company 
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did so, and on May 24, Joe Patton flew the new Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, from Calgary to 
Lethbridge. 


In order to promote the company, Elliott and Patton embarked on a flying tour of 
the region. They returned to Lethbridge on June 8 at which time the company opened 
its flying school and charter service. Business was very good and soon 14 students 
were taking instruction. Patton was also kept busy with sight seeing flights along 


with some charter flying. Among the company's early students were Z2.L. Leigh, G.G. 
Ross and C.B. Elliott. 


On July 29 the company suffered its first setback when the Gipsy Moth was damaged 
at Medicine Hat. The aircraft had been tied down when a twister passed through the 
airport and blew the aircraft over. The aircraft was transported to Lethbridge for 
repairs. E.J. Boffa, a recent arrival to the city, was hired to help rebuild the 
Gipsy Moth. In the meantime, Joe Patton was offered, and accepted, a position as 
Chief Flying Instructor for the Calgary Aero Club. From May 24 to June 26 Joe Patton 
flew over 175 hours in Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ. 


On August 17 the repaired Gipsy Moth was test flown and the company was back in 
business. R.A. Kern was hired to replace Patton. 


On October 20 the Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was damaged by a student's bad landing. By 
early December, the damage had been repaired and the aircraft was back in service. 


In late October, G.G. Ross announced that he was to become a shareholder in 
Southern Alberta Air Lines and would transfer his Curtiss Robin over to the company. 
Ross was also to provide financing for the purchase of a second Gipsy Moth. This 
Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, arrived in Lethbridge on November 20. In late December the 
company took out a building permit to enlarge their hangar at the airport. 


The company was able to start 1930 full of optimism. It now had three aircraft 
in operation including the Curtiss Robin. Charter service was good and there was a 
full complement of students taking flying lessons. According to aviation statistics, 
Southern Alberta Air Lines flew a total of 457 hours and carried 1628 passengers in 
1929. 


For the first 6 months of 1930 Southern Alberta Air Lines continued to prosper. 
On January 14 the company completed its first mercy flight when Kern flew a patient 
from Rosemary to Lethbridge. On January 27 the company again suffered a setback, 
when their Curtiss Robin was damaged during a landing at Great Falls. The aircraft 
had been on a charter trip flown by Kern. It was not until the end of March that the 
Robin was repaired and back in service. By February, both Elliott and Leigh had 
completed their tests for their commercial pilot licences. 


Leigh had been working for the company as ground school instructor and on 
completion of his commercial pilot licence was hired as a pilot. In April he was 
sent to Medicine Hat with Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, where he opened a flying school for the 
company. 


On July 17 the company sustained a double disaster. Elliott had been doing some 
barnstorming at Vauxhaull using the Curtiss Robin when he damaged the under-carriage 
on landing. He borrowed a welding outfit and commenced repairs. Although precautions 
had been taken to prevent a fire, the aircraft caught fire and was destroyed. On the 
same day, Kern had been giving sight-seeing flights at Nobleford during their sports 
day celebration. On one flight he failed to gain altitude and crashed in the railway 
cut near the town. Neither Kern nor his passenger was injured. 


These accidents left the company ina serious position. The flying school at 
Medicine Hat was closed and the Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was recalled to Lethbridge. 
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Southern Alberta Air Lines hangar circa 1930. 
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Southern Alberta Air Lines Gipsy Moth CF-ADJ circa 1930. 
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While the Curtiss Robin was destroyed it was found that Gipsy Moth, CF~ADJ, was 
repairable. Repairs on this aircraft were then commenced. 


By July of 1930, the effects of the depression were beginning to be felt. The 
number of flying students was on the decline, as was the general demand for aviation 
services. A further problem for Southern Alberta Air Lines was created by a deteri- 
orating relationship between the company's major shareholders; Ross and Elliott. 
Elliott was the acting business manager for the company and it was his responsibility 
to see to the affairs of the company. It is understood that before the Curtiss Robin 
was burned at Vauxhaull, its insurance had been allowed to lapse by Elliott. As the 
Curtiss Robin had been financed by Ross himself he (Ross), rather than the company, 
carried the loss. Ross had also financed the purchase of the company's second Gipsy 
Moth, CF-AGJ. Although this Gipsy Moth was registered to Southern Alberta Air Lines, 
most people familiar with Lethbridge aviation considered it the private property of 
Ross, as he was often its exclusive user. In late September, Ross completed his 
tests for his commercial pilot licence. From then on Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was flown 
almost exclusively by Ross and kept at his Milk River ranch. 


By the fall, Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, had been repaired and was back in service. As 
the company now effectively had only one airplane, the service of two pilots, Kern 
and Leigh were no longer required. All instruction and charter flying was then done 


by Elliott. Aviation statistics for 1930 indicate the company flew 500 hours and 
carried 1250 passengers. 


Southern Alberta Air Lines continued to operate in 1931 using Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ. 
Most of its flying was student training with the occasional passenger flight. On 
February 1, Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was destroyed when it crashed north of the city. The 
two occupants, pilot I.F. Thomson and passenger Donald McKenzie, were killed in the 
crash. This was the first fatal aircraft accident in the Lethbridge district. 


After the loss of the Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, Southern Alberta Air Lines effectively 
ceased to operate. In April Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, was sold to W.A. Sherman of Granunm. 


Aviation statistics for 1931 indicate the company flew 14 hours and carried 15 
passengers. 


Southern Alberta Air Lines Ltd. was incorporated in the Province of Alberta on 1 
May 1929 and struck from the register on 30 November 1932. 


TRANS CANADA AIR LINES 


Trans Canada Air Lines (TCA) was formed by an act of parliament in April 1937. 
The reason for the company's formation can be traced to the success of the old 
Prairie Air Mail which was inaugurated in 1930. By 1931 the Prairie Air Mail service 
had been extended from Calgary and Edmonton to Moncton, N.B. At that time, plans 
were being made to extend the service across the Rockies to Vancouver. Extensive 
flying tests were carried out in 1931 to determine which of the three possible routes 
(Yellowhead, Kicking Horse, Crows' Nest), through the Rockies, would be best suited 
for this extension. Needless to say, Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge each wanted 
its city to be the terminus for this route. In April 1931 the Federal Government 
cancelled most of the air mail contracts in Canada including the Prairie Air Mail. 
The reason for the cancellation of the mail contracts was due to the poor economy of 
the country. The Government planned to re-establish these mail contracts as soon as 
the economy recovered. It was not until 1936 that this was deemed possible. At that 
time, Canadian Airways began to negotiate with the Federal Government for the right 
to fly the proposed cross-Canada Air Service. When they could not come to an 
agreement the Government decided to form its own Crown airline. 
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TCA acquired their first three aircraft in August 1937, when they purchased two 
Lockheed 10A passenger aircraft (CF-AZY and CF~BAF), along with a Stearman biplane, 
(CF-ASF), from Canadian Airways. The Stearman had been equipped for blind flying and 
was used for pilot training. TCA then took over the passenger run from Seattle to 


Vancouver which had been operated by Canadian Airways. TCA began operating this 
route on 1 September 1937. 


The company then ordered three new Lockheed 10A's (CF-TCA, CF-TCB and CF-TCC) 
which were delivered in late 1937. From December of 1937 until April of 1939 TCA was 
primarily engaged in training pilots and familiarizing them with the routes to be 
flown. This familiarization began with day and night flying between Winnipeg and 


Lethbridge. This route was later extended across the Rockies to Vancouver and then 
eastward to Montreal. By the end of March, 1939 TCA was, at last, ready to begin its 
eross Canada service. Prior to this the company had operated partial mail and 


express service on various portions of the route. 


Lethbridge was a very important base for TCA as it was the transfer point to 
Calgary and Edmonton, as well as the staging point for the crossing of the Rocky 
Mountains. In 1938 TCA built a large hangar at Lethbridge and later had a large 
permanent staff based in the city. This included pilots, aero engineers, radio 
operators and other station personnel. 


Lethbridge continued to be an important base for TCA until 1948 when the pressur- 
ized North Star was introduced. With the introduction of the North Star, TCA was 
able to fly direct to Vancouver from Calgary. This eliminated the need to follow the 
Crows' Nest Pass route with its lower mountain passes. At this time TCA moved its 
divisional point from Lethbridge to Calgary. Lethbridge was then served by a feeder 
service from Calgary. TCA discontinued air service to Lethbridge in June 1970. 


In 1965 Trans Canada Air Lines changed its name to Air Canada. 


TWEED AIR SERVICE 


On 2 January 1932 the Lethbridge Herald reported that a new air service was to 
operate from the old Southern Alberta Air Lines hangar. The new service was to be 
operated by C.B. Elliott, Alex Fraser, and C.H. Tweed. A Monocoupe, CF-AKO, owned by 


Tweed and Fraser was to be used. Tweed and Elliott were to be in charge of the 
student training. 


Fraser was not directly involved in the company and soon sold his share in the 
Monocoupe to Elliott. While Elliott was initially involved with Tweed in this 
venture, he did not take an active part in the company. In March of 1932, Elliott 
spent a month in the Arctic flying a Fokker Universal for Great Bear Lake Airways. 
Elliott later sold his share in Monocoupe to Tweed and left Lethbridge in 1933. 


Tweed Air Service did not advertise itself as such until business began to pick 
up around 1936. For the most part the firm was just Charlie Tweed and his 
Monocoupe! Tweed provided air training and charter air service to the residents of 
Lethbridge and district from 1932 until February 1937 when he left for Edmonton to 
become a pilot with United Air Transport. 


Tweed's main business came from student training with the occasional charter trip 
along with barnstorming tours. In 1935 he operated a satelite flying school at 
Blairmore to serve the needs of the Crows' Nest Pass Flying Club, who did not have an 
airplane. From 1932 to 1936 Southern Alberta was in the depths of a depression thus 
there were few individuals who could afford the luxury of flying. For those who 
aspired to be a commercial pilot, there was little prospect of a flying job. 
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Tweed Air Service Advertisement. 


Reconstructed from ‘‘Canadian Aviation’’ advertisement. 
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Southern Alberta Air Lines Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF at Lethbridge circa 1930. 
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A few of the charter trips made by Tweed and his Monocoupe are worth mention. In 
April of 1933 Tweed flew Peter Verigin, the Doukhobor leader, from Lethbridge to 
Saskatoon. Conversation on the long flight was no doubt limited, as Verigin only 
spoke Russian. Later in May of that year he flew W.R. Anderson, a music adjudicator, 
from Lethbridge to Edmonton. Tweed was forced to land enroute due to fog and much 
anxiety was expressed for their safe arrival. The music competitions in Edmonton had 
to be delayed until the pair arrived. In 1935 Tweed was contracted to fly P.V. Lewis 
on a wool buying trip in Southern Alberta. The trip covered over 450 miles with 
landings made at eight different locations. In August of that year Tweed and his 
wife used the Monocoupe to fly to Manitoba on vacation. Later that year Tweed flew 
the Monocoupe to Vancouver and return. One of the last charter trips with the 
Monocoupe took place in March of 1936 when Tweed and E.J. Boffa were hired to fly a 
group of Calgary skiers from Chestermere Lake to Ptarmagin Lake. Unfortunately, 
although the flight was attempted, it had to be abandoned when fog and snow were 
encountered in the mountains. Both Boffa's Puss Moth, CF-AGW, and Tweed's Monocoupe 
had been equipped with skis for the flight. Perhaps Tweed's most exciting trip took 
place one day when he was contracted to fly a heavy drill bit to an oil well south of 
Lethbridge. The drill bit was placed behind the pilot's seat and an uneventful take 
off took place followed by the normal climb out. During the climb out the pilot 
realized he had a problem as_ he had to continue to apply forward pressure on the 
stick in order to keep the aircraft climbing. This indicated that the center of 
gravity was shifting rearward! Tweed's worst fear was realized when he noticed that 
the drill bit was moving rearward. Fortunately as the bit continued its rearward 
motion it passed over the fabric covering of the aircraft and fell to the ground. 
The Monocoupe was then able to return to the airport safely. 


The Monocoupe, CF-AKO, was an interesting airplane as it was a one of a kind. 
While many Monocoupes were manufactured, only one was factory equipped with a British 
Genet engine. The reasons for its installation are not certain. One logical expla- 
nation would have been the expected performance gain using the 80 horsepower Genet 
engine in place of the usual 65 horsepower Viele engine. As fate would have it the 
Genet proved to be troublesome. Parts were both expensive and difficult to obtain. 
In particular, the pistons gave considerable trouble. Tweed solved the problem by 
having J.D. Zmurchyk, a local machinist, make a set of custom pistons for the Genet. 
After the new pistons were installed the engine worked exceptionally well. 
Unfortunately the pistons were not approved by the Department of Civil Aviation and 
their inspector ordered Tweed to remove them. As approved replacement pistons could 
not be located, the engine had to be replaced. It was an engine problem that almost 
spelled the end to the Monocoupe on 1 July 1932. While giving passenger rides at 
Park Lake the engine failed on take off. Tweed was forced to land the aircraft in 
the lake which caused considerable damage to it. Neither pilot nor passenger were 
injured. The investigating RCMP officer gave the pilot full credit for avoiding a 
serious accident. Monocoupe, CF-AKO, was destroyed by fire at Lethbridge on 11 April 
1936. The aircraft had been undergoing minor repairs when it caught fire. 


In August 1936, Tweed was able to secure the use of a Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, as a 
replacement for the Monocoupe. As the economy of Southern Alberta begain to improve, 
Tweed found his business improving every month. By 1937 Tweed Air Service was 
advertised in the magazine "Canadian Aviation". 


1937 arrived with vengeance in Southern Alberta. One snowstorm followed another 
which resulted in blocked roads. The only reliable transportation became Tweed's ski 
equipped Gipsy Moth. From 6 January until 11 February 1937 Tweed completed no less 
than 11 mercy flights! On February 13 Tweed left Lethbridge for Edmonton where he 
took up his duties as a pilot for United Air Transport. 


When Tweed left Lethbridge, he had arranged for G.H. Thomson, one of his gradu- 
ates, to operate the air service. Unfortunately, on the day Tweed left, the Gipsy 
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Moth was damaged in an accident at Lethbridge. Three months later the Gipsy Moth had 
been repaired and test flown. But again, on June 28, the Gipsy Moth was badly 
damaged at Cardston during a landing. Thus it can be said that Tweed Air Service 
effectively ceased operations at Lethbridge in February of 1937. 


While operating Tweed Air Service, Tweed sent over 30 students solo. Of these; 
A.W. Fletcher, and G.H. Thomson served as pilots overseas during World War II. 
Another, Joe How, is believed to have flown for his country in China. Boffa's wife 
Nettie, was the first woman to learn to fly and solo an airplane in Lethbridge. She 
did so under Tweed's instruction in the fall of 1936. But perhaps Tweed's most 
distinguished student was his own son, Thornton, who went solo at age 11 on 28 
September 1935. In doing so he became the youngest person to solo an airplane in 
both Canada and the British Commonwealth. 


According to Tweed's log book, he flew about 1,000 hours between 1932 and 1935. 


VANCE ATR SERVICE LTD, ~ LETHBRIDGE 


In March 1929, G.G. Ross of St. Kilda purchased a new Curtiss Robin from Vance 
Air Service of Great Falls, Montana. The airplane was picked up at the St. Louis, 
Mo. factory by E.T. Vance and Ross. It was then flown to Great Falls and Lethbridge. 
At that time, Ross stated the aircraft was to be used in connection with his ranching 
operation in Southern Alberta. Vance Air Service of Montana would be able to use the 
aircraft when he (Ross) did not need it. At the time Ross did not hold a valid pilot 
licence so he hired Dick Leferink to fly the airplane. 


On 5 September 199, a Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF, was registered to Vance Air Service 
Ltd., Lethbridge. One can assume that Ross and Vance were about to enter commercial 
aviation in Lethbridge with this company. 


In October 1929 it was announced that Ross was to become a major shareholder in 
Southern Alberta Air Lines and that this company would take over his Curtiss Robin. 


On 24 April 1930 Curtiss Robin, CF-AHF, was registered to Southern Alberta Air Lines 
Ltd. of Lethbridge. 


Vance Air Service Ltd., Lethbridge was never registered in the Province of 
Alberta or with the Federal Government, All the flying by Vance Air Service of 
Lethbridge was for Ross himself. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This section of the book contains a brief biography of some of the individuals 
that were active in civil aviation in the Lethbridge area from 1911 to 1940. 
Biographies are listed for the following: 


Boffa, E.J. Leigh, Z.L. 
Boffa, Nettie Lomheim, R.B. 
Currie, A.J. Palmer, J.E. 
Elliott, C.B. Patton, Joe 
Elton, W.C. Ross, G.G. 
Fitzsimmons, H.H. Sherman, W.A. 
Fletcher, A.W. Sick, E.G. 
Fletcher, Evelyn Tweed, C.H. 
Hammond, H.E. Tweed, T.A. 
Heaton, Joe Thomson, I.F. 
Henker, I.C. Thomson, G.H. 
Higdon, Ethel Zmurchyk, J.D. 


Larson, A.L. 


BOFFA, ERNEST (ERNIE) JOSEPH 


Ernie Boffa was born in Italy in 1904 and spent his early days in Fort Willian, 
Ontario. While in Fort William he was involved in auto mechanics and race cars. 


In 1927 Boffa paid a visit to his sister in Great Falls, Montana. It was during 
this visit that he became interested in aviation. During the next two years he 
acquired a pilot licence and rebuilt a Waco biplane. In 1930 Boffa moved to 
Lethbridge where he spent the next six years barnstorming, rebuilding airplanes and 
trying to make a living during the depression. 


In 1936 Boffa headed north to Prince Albert where he began a career in bush 
flying. While in the Prince Albert area he worked for M and C Aviation, Canadian 
Airways and McNeal Air Service. From 1940 until 1943 Boffa was a flying instructor 
at No. 6 EFTS at Prince Albert. 


In February of 1943 Boffa returned to bush flying. This time with Canadian 
Pacific Airlines at Yellowknife. He remained at Yellowknife for the next 29 years 
flying for various air services including his own. He became one of the true 
legendary bush pilots of the north. In 1972, after logging a total of 20,000 hours, 
Boffa retired from commercial flying. At the time of writing he is living in Los 
Angeles. 


Details of Boffa's flying career can be found in the book "Ernie Boffa - Canadian 
Bush Pilot" by Florence Whyard published in 1984, 

BOFFA, E.J. (NETTIE) MRS. 

Nettie Boffa was the first woman to learn to fly and solo an airplane in 
Lethbridge. She began her flying lessons in the fall of 1935 with C.H. Tweed. Her 
first solo took place that same year. She did not complete the course for a private 
pilot licence. 

At the time of writing Nettie Boffa and her husband, Ernie are living in Los 
Angeles. 
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CURRIE, AUSTIN J. 


Austin Currie learned to fly in the early 1930's at Brandon, Manitoba. He later 
acted as an instructor for the Brandon Club. In 1938 he was hired as a pilot, at 
Selkirk, Manitoba, for the short lived Skylines Express Ltd. 


In December of 1938 Currie arrived in Lethbridge with a Luscombe aircraft and 
opened a flying school for Flying Associates Ltd. The company ceased to operate from 
Lethbridge in the spring of 1939. 


In the summer of 1939 Currie flew for M and C Aviation at Prince Alberta, 
Saskatchewan. In 1940 he joined Quebec Airways and was sent to Rimouski, Quebec. 
Here he flew twin engined de Havilland Rapide's and Beech 18's. In 1946 he accepted 
a transfer to Lac du Bonnet, Manitoba (by this time Quebec Airways had become part of 
Canadian Pacific Air Lines). In 1947 Currie retired from commercial aviation and 
moved to Medicine Hat where he became involved in other commercial ventures. Prior 
to this he had married Ethel Higdon, one of his flying students from Lethbridge. For 


some years after arriving in Medicine Hat he owned a small aircraft which he used for 
personal transport. 


At the time of writing Austin Currie and his wife are living in Medicine Hat. 


ELLIOTT, CHARLES (CHARLIE) B. 


Charlie Elliott arrived in Lethbridge from Vancouver about 1921. For the next 10 
years or so he operated a successful taxi business. 


Although he had no previous aviation experience, Elliott formed Lethbridge 
Commercial Airways in 1927. One of the reasons for establishing the company was so 
that he could learn to fly. Elliott began his pilot training in the company's 


Standard J-1 in 1927. The company ceased operations before he could complete his 
tests for a pilot licence. 


Elliott was issued with an Air Engineers Licence on 11 June 1929. From May 1929 
until February 1931 he operated Southern Alberta Air Lines. He was issued with a 
Commercial Pilot Licence on 22 April 1930. 


Early in 1932 Elliott became involved with C.H. Tweed in operation of a flying 
school at Lethbridge using Monocoupe, CF-AKO. In March of the same year he was hired 
by Great Bear Lake Airways to fly their Fokker Universal, G-CASE, from Edmonton to 
Great Bear Lake and return. He later returned to Lethbridge with the Fokker and had 
it available for charter. On May 1, Elliott announced that he would operate a 
regular passenger air service between Lethbridge and Calgary. This service was to 
connect with Canadian Airways Service between Calgary and Edmonton. Elliott's 
service lasted only a month or so. In September the Fokker, G-CASE, was sold to 
Independent Airways of Edmonton which did not require Elliott's service. 


Elliott moved to Vancouver in 1933 where he became a west coast bush pilot. He 
became well known for his flights in support of mineral exploration in the Prince 
George region. He flew both a Junkers F-13 and a Custom Waco for Pacific Airways. 


On 31 May 1938, C.B. Elliott died in the Prince George hospital of injuries 


sustained in the crash of Waco, CF-BDT. The Waco, flown by Elliott, had crashed on 
May 22 north of Fort St. James. 
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Ethel Currie 





Austin Currie with a Waco at Prince Albert circa 1939. ‘i. 


Joe Patton 


Ernie Boffa at Lethbridge circa 1931. 
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Elton Monoplane CF-BPB at Calgary circa 1939. 
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ELTON, W.C,. (MIKE) 


Mike Elton arrived in the Cowley area of Southern Alberta in the early 1920's 
where he took up ranching. In 1924 he saw his first airplane when he attended the 
Golden Jubilee at Ft. MacLeod. The airplane was a Standard J-1, flown by Jock Palmer. 


Elton always took an interest in things mechanical and spent two winters taking 
courses at the Provincial Institute of Technology at Calgary. It was during this 
time that he began to construct his own airplane. Elton purchased a used fuselage 


from a Reid Rambler and a set of wings from a Bluebird. The engine came from Charlie 
Tweed's Monocoupe. 


In October of 1939 W.W. Smith test flew the Elton Monoplane, CF=-BPB, at Calgary. 
The aircraft was then flown to the Elton ranch at Cowley by Bill Pleasance. As Elton 
did not have his pilot licence the airplane was put in storage. The outbreak of 
World War II prevented any further flying of the aircraft. 


In 1942 the Elton Monoplane was sold to Mr. Swann of Blairmore, Alberta. The 
aircraft crashed on its flight from Cowley to Blairmore. Although no one was injured 
in the accident the airplane was never rebuilt. 


At the time of writing Elton lives in semi-retirement on his ranch north of 
Cowley. 


ELIZSIMMONS, HUGH HERVEY (HARRY) 


Harry Fitzsimmons moved to Lethbridge in 1907 where he began working for the 
CPR. During World War I he served overseas with #52 Squadron of the RFC. 


After his return to Lethbridge, Fitzsimmons and J.E. Palmer formed the Lethbridge 
Aircraft Company which operated from 1920 until 1922. In 1924 Fitzsimmons formed a 
second aircraft company called Southern Alberta Air Lines. Later that year, when the 
company's airplane was damaged, he gave up aviation for good. 


Fitzsimmons retired from the CPR in 1945 and died at the age of 64 in Lethbridge 
in September 1950. 


FLETCHER, ANDREW CANDY) WILLTAM 


Andy Fletcher spent his early days in Lethbridge where his father, Dr. Fletcher, 
had a dental practice. 


Fletcher began taking flying lessons from C.H. Tweed in 1934. By June of 1935 he 


had completed his commercial pilot licence. In July of 1935 he left for England 
where he joined the RAF. 


During World War II Fletcher earned a DFC and Bar. After World War II he 
returned to Southern Alberta where he farmed at Warner until he retired to 
Lethbridge. 


Fletcher died in Lethbridge in the early 1980's. 


FLETCHER, EVELYN MLSS 


Evelyn Fletcher spent her early years 


in Lethbridge where her father, Dr. 
Fletcher had a dental practice. 
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In the fall of 1936 Fletcher became a member of the Lethbridge Gliding Club. 
From September 1936 until July 1939 she made over 300 glider flights. In June 1939 


she set an unofficial Canadian gliding record when she completed a cross-country 
flight of 10 miles. 


In July 1939 Evelyn Fletcher began taking flying lessons with the Calgary Aero 
Club. By fall she had earned her private pilot licence. 


Evelyn Fletcher gave up her plans for a flying career when she married W.W. Smith 
(W.W. Smith was the Chief Flying Instructor at the Calgary Aero Club at the time). 


At the time of writing it is believed Evelyn Smith is living in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


HAMMOND, HENRY EF. 


Henry Hammond spent his early days at Pincher Creek, Alberta. After completing 
high school he went to work with a highway survey crew. In 1929 he saw an advertise- 
ment from Southern Alberta Air Lines regarding their flying school at Lethbridge. 
The company promised to find a flying position for any graduate from their commercial 


pilot course. Hammond decided he would become a commercial pilot and quit his survey 
job in December 1929. 


Hammond began his flying lessons in January 1930 and by October he was issued 
with a commercial pilot licence. By this time the effects of the depression were 
being felt and Southern Alberta Air Lines had to renege on the promise of a flying 
position. Its manager, C.B. Elliott, did offer Hammond a job driving one of his 
taxis. At this point he decided to return to the family farm north of Pincher 


Creek. The depression prevented any further flying and he eventually took over the 
family farm. 


At the time of writing Hammond is living on the same family farm in semi- 
retirement. 


HEATON, JOE 


Joe Heaton grew up on his parents ranch at Maycroft, Alberta. He became 
interested in flying with the formation of the Crows' Nest Pass Flying Club. As the 
club did not have an airplane its members arranged to have C.H. Tweed from Lethbridge 
come to Blairmore and give flying lessons. Heaton began taking flying lessons in 
1935 and when he went solo in September he became the first club member to do so. 


In April 1936 C.H. Tweed's Monocoupe was destroyed by fire. At this time Heaton 
convinced his father, G.F. Heaton, to purchase an airplane and make it available to 
Tweed. A Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, was purchased and registered to G.F. Heaton on 5 
August 1936. Tweed used this aircraft until February of 1937 when it was damaged at 
Lethbridge. The aircraft was repaired but again damaged in a landing accident that 


same summer. In January of 1938 the damaged Gipsy Moth was sold to R.E.L. Tegart of 
Windermere, British Columbia. 


Joe Heaton did not complete his private pilot licence before his airplane was 
damaged. He then gave up the idea of flying and returned to the family ranch. He 
died in 1964, 
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Gipsy Moth, CF-AGP, owned by G.F. Heaton 1936. Photo taken at Provincial Institute of Technology circa 
1955. 


Joe Patton 
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Elliott with Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, at Taber, Alberta circa 1928. 
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Ethel Currie 





Ethel Higdon with Luscombe 8, CF-BLW, circa 1939. 


Lewis Leigh 





Lewis Leigh with Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, at Lethbridge circa 1929. 
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HENKER, IRVIN C. 


Irvin Henker spent his early days in Granum, Alberta. In late 1929 or early 1930 
he began taking flying lessons with Great Western Airways of Calgary. By April 1930 
he had completed the tests for a commercial pilot licence. He was then hired by Dr. 
A.G. Scott of Bassano to fly the Sambrooke Monoplane, CF-AIZ. This aircraft had been 
built by W.E. Sambrooke of Bassano with financing from Dr. A.G. Scott. 


On 5 October 1930, Irvin Henker was killed in the crash of the Sambrooke 
Monoplane at Gleichen, Alberta. 


HIGDON, ETHEL MISS 


Ethel Higdon was the fourth woman to fly an airplane at Lethbridge. She had 
spent her early years on her parents ranch at Manyberries, Alberta. 


In February 1939 she began flying lessons at Lethbridge with Flying Associates 
Ltd. She made her first solo in a Luscombe, CF-BLW, at Lethbridge on 20 April 1938. 
Before she could complete her tests for a private pilot licence, the flying school 
had closed its Lethbridge operation. Higdon completed her private pilot licence in 
Winnipeg. Later that same year she qualified for a commercial pilot licence. Higdon 
then married her Lethbridge flying instructor, Austin Currie. She maintained her 
pilot licence for a few years after marriage and then let it lapse. 


At the time of writing she and her husband, Austin, are living in Medicine Hat. 


LARSON, ART Ls 


Art Larson spent his early days in Lethbridge where he completed high school. 
His father was a carpenter and master craftsman. 


Larson became interested in aviation after Lindberg flew the Atlantic. He and 
his friends, Ivan Thomson and Jim Findlay, began building gliders in 1929. For the 
next 10 years Larson was the driving force behind the Lethbridge Gliding Club. 
During this time he made well over 300 glider flights. In 1939 he set one of the 
first unofficial gliding records in Canada. 


Larson spent the war years in Calgary as an airframe instructor for the War 
Emergency Training Program. In 1947 he returned to Lethbridge where he was employed 
aS an assessor for the city until his retirement in 1978. 


At the time of writing Larson is living in Lethbridge. 


LEIGH, ZEBULON LEWIS (LEWIE) 
Lewie Leigh was born in England in 1906 and spent his early days in Lethbridge. 


When Southern Alberta Air Lines opened its flying school in Lethbridge in 1929, 
Z.L. Leigh became its first student. He was an adept student who was later hired by 
them to teach ground school. Leigh was determined to become a commercial pilot and 
as a result did not take time to acquire a private pilot licence. His first licence, 
a commercial pilot licence, was issued on 7 March 1930. He was then hired to set up 
a flying school at Medicine Hat for Southern Alberta Air Lines. Leigh operated a 
flying school for the company from mid April until late July when they recalled the 
airplane to Lethbridge where it was needed to replace the one that had been damaged. 
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Leigh then formed a partnership with E.J. Boffa and arranged to use his Waco. 
This allowed Leigh to form Leigh Air Service and continue the flying school at 
Medicine Hat. In September of 1930 Boffa found a buyer for the Waco. Leigh then 
purchased a Command-Aire 3C~3 biplane and continued to operate in Medicine Hat on his 
own. 


In June 1931 Leigh was offered a flying position with Maritime and Newfoundland 
Airways of Sydney, Nova Scotia flying a float equipped Fokker Universal. He sold the 
Command-Aire to Maynard Patterson and headed east. For the remainder of 1931 Leigh 
flew a Fokker Universal on the east coast. 


By the summer of 1932 Martimine and Newfoundland Airways was feeling the effects 
of the depression. Leigh convinced the company's shareholders that there was 
business for their airplanes in Northern British Columbia and Alberta. Leigh and 
George Silke then flew the company's two Fokkers west to Edmonton and began a charter 
service under the name of Explorers Air Transport. By the spring of 1933 this 
company was in receivership. 


For the next nine months Leigh had a difficult time to provide for himself and 
his family. He flew a few short trips for Grant McConachie and was later hired as a 
flying instructor with the Aero Club in Brandon, Manitoba. 


In January 1934 Leigh got the break he was looking for when Canadian Airways 
offered him a steady job as a bush pilot. While with Canadian Airways Leigh was 
trained as Canada's first instrument pilot. 


In 1937 Leigh became the first pilot hired by Trans Canada Airlines. He remained 
with TCA until 1940 when he joined the RCAF. Leigh retired from the RCAF as a Group 
Captain in 1957. He now lives in Grimsby, Ontario. 


Details of Leigh's flying memoirs have recently (1985) been published under the 
title "And I Shall Fly" by Z.L. Leigh. 


LOMHEIM, ROY B. 


In 1931 Roy Lomheim was working in Lethbridge as a meat cutter. He became 
interested in flying and met Ernie Boffa. Due to the poor economic times Lomhein was 
unable to finance flying lessons. Boffa suggested that he become a parachute jumper 
as one was needed for the weekend barnstorming tours. Lomheim made his first 
parachute jump at Medicine Hat in May of 1931. The aircraft he jumped from was a 
Gipsy Moth flown by Joe Patton. During the next 10 years Lomheim made over 300 
parachute jumps. Many of these were from Boffa's Waco. He was a familiar sight on 
the barnstorming tours in all the western provinces. He made his last parachute jump 
at the 1947 Calgary Air Show. 


During World War II Lomheim was employed as a parachute packer at #5 EFTS in High 
River. After the war he worked in High River until he retired in 1978. 


At the time of writing Lomheim is living at Foremost, Alberta. 


PALMER, JOHN (JOCK) ENDER 


Jock Palmer was born in England in 1895. He became a resident of Lethbridge in 
1905. His first introduction to the airplane came in 1911 when he observed Ely's 
airplane being assembled for flight. He was no doubt one of the enthusiastic 
spectators that witnessed the first airplane to fly in Lethbridge. 
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Joe Patton 


Joe Patton 





Joe Patton circa 1931. 





Heath Aircraft from Raymond, flown by Joe Patton 1931. 
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In October 1914 Palmer left for Great Britain where he served with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. He later transferred to the RAF, became a pilot, and flew 
observation aircraft over the trenches in France. He was seconded to the Canadian 
Air Force in July of 1918 with whom he served until November of 1919 at which time he 
returned to Lethbridge. During this time he earned a DCM and AFC. 


From 1920 until 1922 Palmer was involved with the Lethbridge Aircraft Company. 
He was the city's first citizen to fly an airplane. In 1924 he flew with the short 
lived Southern Alberta Air Lines. From the fall of 1924 until the summer of 1927 
there was no flying in Lethbridge. During this time Palmer turned his attention to 
"The Radio” which he had learned about during the war. In 1926 he took out a licence 
for the first radio station in Lethbridge, CJOC (JOC was short for JOCK!). Station 
CJOC was sold by Palmer in 1928 and is still broadcasting today. 


In 1927 Palmer was able to return to flying when C.B. Elliott formed Lethbridge 
Commercial Airways. In 1928 Palmer moved to Calgary, when he was hired to fly Emil 
Sick's new airplane. This airplane was first registered to The Purple Label Airline 
and then to Great Western Airways. Both these companies were controlled by Sick, and 
Palmer flew for them until 1930 when the latter went bankrupt. 


Palmer remained in Calgary for the next five years. He formed two companies, 


Western Flying Service and Skyways. Both these concerns became victims of the hard 
economic times. 


In 1937 Palmer moved to the Windermere Valley in British Columbia where he 
operated a flying service with R.E.L. Tegart. 


In 1940 Palmer became flying instructor with #5 EFTS in Lethbridge. When this 
school moved to High River he went with it. He remained with the school for the 
duration of the war and was later appointed Chief Flying Instructor. 


After the war Palmer remained at High River where he had an electrical business. 
He died in November 1964. 


PATTON, JOE 


Joe Patton was born in 1905 and spent his early days on his parents farm at 
Midnapore, Alberta. 


In September 1928 Patton began taking flying lessons with Great Western Airways 
of Calgary. By March 1929 he had acquired both his private and commercial pilot 
licence. At this time he was hired as a commercial pilot for Great Western Airways. 


In May 1929 Patton was hired as chief pilot for Southern Alberta Air Lines of 
Lethbridge. He remained with this company until August of that year when he was 
hired as Chief Flying Instructor for the Calgary Aero Club. In January 1931 he left 
the club and went into partnership with Dr. D.W. Dixson who was organizing Chinook 
Flying Service. This company went into bankruptcy in the fall of 1932. 


From 1933 until the fall of 1939 Patton lived in Red Deer where he worked in the 
automotive trade. Patton then returned to the Calgary Aero Club as a flying 
instructor. In 1940 he became a civilian instructor for the #5 EFTS first at 
Lethbridge and then at High River. (#5 EFTS was operated by the Calgary Aero Club.) 
Patton remained at #5 EFTS for the duration of World War II. 


After the war Patton worked for various automotive and aviation firms in Calgary. 


At the time of writing Patton is living at Invermere, British Columbia. 
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ROSS, GEORGE GRAHAM 


George Ross was born in 1891 and moved to Alberta with his family before World 
War I. His father Walter, established a large ranch along the Canada-U.S. border. 
Ross took over the Milk River Ranch (near Aden, Alberta) after World War I. 


In 1916 Ross obtained a U.S. pilot licence (#50) to fly Hydro aeroplanes. His 
training was taken on the east coast with Atlantic Coast Aeronautical Station Ine. 


Later he served with the RFC where he flew Curtiss JN~4's and Avros. His flying 
training was taken in Canada. 


Ross believed that the airplane could help him patrol his vast ranch. In March 
1929 Ross purchased a new Curtiss Robin from Earl T. Vance of Great Falls, Montana. 
Ross hired Dick Leferink, a pilot from the U.S., to fly the Robin for him until he 
could obtain his Canadian pilot licence. At this time the Robin was registered to 
Vance Air Service of Lethbridge. Later Ross became a shareholder in Southern Alberta 
Air Lines. He then had the Robin transferred to this company and also provided 
financing for the purchase of a new Gipsy Moth. Ross completed his training for his 
Canadian pilot licence with Southern Alberta Air Lines and was issued with a 
commercial pilot licence on 7 January 1931. In April 1931 Southern Alberta Air Lines 
ceased to operate when the company's last aircraft, a Gipsy Moth, was sold to W.A. 


Sherman. Ross had been using this Gipsy Moth at his Deer Creek Ranch. By this time 
he had logged about 125 hours. 


In June 1931 Ross formed Rancher's Air Line and purchased a used Curtiss Robin. 
In 1932 the Robin was sold and replaced by a new de Havilland Puss Moth. Early in 
1935 the Puss Moth was sold and Rancher's Air Line ceased to operate. Ross did all 
the flying for Rancher's Air Line and all of the flying was in support of the Ross 


ranches. From 1931 to 1935 Ross logged about 200 hours. By this time Ross had 
established himself as "The Flying Rancher". 


After World War II Ross once again took up flying and owned four different air- 
craft between 1948 and 1956. Ross continued to operate his ranches until his death 


in July 1956. By this time his pilot's log book showed a total of about 1,900 hours 
flown. 


At the time of writing members of the Ross family continue to operate the ranches 
which were established by Ross's father. There is one exception. One son, Walter R. 
(Stubb) Ross, left ranching in 1958 to pursue a career in commercial aviation. He 


later formed Time Air in Lethbridge which has become one of Canada's most successful 
regional air carriers. 


SHERMAN, WILMER ALLA (RED) 


Red Sherman was born in 1908 and took his schooling at Granum, Alberta. In 1929 
he began taking flying lessons in Calgary with Grest Western Airways. By the fall of 
1930 he had obtained a commercial pilot licence. 


In the spring of 1931 Red Sherman purchased a Gipsy Moth, CF-AGJ, which he used 
commercially for the next 4 years. 


After selling his airplane in 1935 Sherman resided at Granum where he drove a 
transport truck and helped out at the family farm. After the outbreak of World War 


II Sherman returned to flying and was engaged as an instructor at #5 EFTS at High 
River. 
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Advertisement from the Lethbridge Herald 4 May 1928. 


Glenbow Archives 





Lethbridge Breweries Ltd. advertisement on Lethbridge Aircraft Co. JN-4 (CAN) circa 1920. 
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Avro Avian, G - CANQ, owned by G.H. Thomson 1938. Photo shows aircraft at Regina, Saskachewan, 1933. 
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At the end of the war Sherman moved to the coast where he worked with his brother 
Earl, who operated a motel. 


Red Sherman died in Vancouver in the early 1980's. 


SICK, EMIL Gs 


Emil Sick was born in Tacoma, Washington in 1894. In 1901 his father Fritz, 


established the Lethbridge Brewing and Malting Company. Lethbridge then became home 
for the Sick family. 


When the Lethbridge Aircraft Company was formed in 1920 one of its shareholders 
was the Lethbridge Brewing and Malting Company. This began a long association 
between Jock Palmer and Sick who was now working for the Brewery. In 1920 the 
Brewery hired the Lethbridge Aircraft Company to advertise its products by having an 
advertisement painted on the lower wing surface of their airplane. The company also 
dropped advertisements for the drink OKLA-APPLO which was sold at the Brewery. 


In 1927 and 1928 many of the advertisements used by the Lethbridge Brewing 
Company made use of a beer bottle in the shape of an airplane. The company also 
introduced their "Old Style Label" which included a Curtiss JN-4 biplane in the 
illustration. The airplane depicted is believed to be in honour of the first 
commercial airplane to operate from Lethbridge. This would of course be the Curtiss 
JN-4, G-CABX, owned by the Lethbridge Aircraft Company and flown by Palmer. The 
Lethbridge Brewing Company is still using an updated form of this label. 


In 1928 the Associated Breweries of Canada Ltd. was formed by Emil Sick and his 
father. This company took over breweries in Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon 
and Prince Albert. At this time Sick moved to Calgary. He also arranged for the 
purchase of a Stinson Detroiter cabin biplane. A new company, the Purple Label 
Airline, was formed to operate the airplane. The name was chosen to advertise one of 
the products of the New Edmonton Brewery. When the Stinson Detroiter arrived in 
Calgary it was painted a bright purple! Palmer and Fred McCall were hired to fly the 


aircraft. The airplane was purchased for corporate use by Sick, however, it was 
available for charter when not required by hin. 


The charter business proved to be so successful that two months after the arrival 
of the aircraft in Calgary, Sick announced the formation of Great Western Airways. 
This company took over the Purple Label Airline and ordered two new aircraft for use 
in a flying school. Sick became President of Great Western Airways. The company 


operated in Calgary until the fall of 1931 when poor economic conditions forced it 
into bankruptcy. 


Late in 1933 Sick moved to Seattle when Associated Breweries moved their head 
office to that location. He continued to support aviation when he could and when he 
was to visit Calgary and Lethbridge it was often by charter airplane. 


TWEED, CHARLES (CHARLIE) H. 


In 1926 Charlie Tweed was working as a garage mechanic at Nobleford, Alberta. In 
1929 he became interested in aviation and moved to Lethbridge where he began flying 


lessons with Southern Alberta Air Lines. He obtained his private pilot licence in 
April 1930. 


In July 1931 Tweed and Alex Fraser purchased a Monocoupe, CF-AKO. 


Tweed and the 
Monocoupe spent most of that 


summer and fall barnstorming in Western Canada with 
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Lloyd Comba's "All Canadian Air Tour", 


In January 1932 Tweed opened a flying school and charter air service in 
Lethbridge. This air service continued in operation until 1937. In addition to 
operating his flying school, Tweed also operated an automotive repair shop in the 
city. When the Prairie Air Mail was cancelled in 1932, Tweed was given the position 
as airport manager. He and his family lived in a suite adjacent to the hangar. 


In February 1937 Tweed accepted a flying position with United Air Transport of 
Edmonton. Tweed's family moved to Edmonton after the end of the school tern. 


On 15 June 1939, Tweed was killed in the crash of a Fairchild FC-2W2, G-CARM, at 
Juneau, Alaska. 


TWEED, THORNTON ALEXANDER (SANDY) 


Sandy Tweed was born in Manitoba in 1924 and moved to Alberta with his parents a 


few years later. His father, C.H. Tweed, was an auto mechanic and later operated a 
flying service at Lethbridge. 


Tweed made history on 28 September 1935 when he went solo in his father's 
airplane. In doing so he became the youngest person to solo an airplane in both 
Canada and the British Commonwealth. Because of this feat he was presented to the 
King and Queen during their 1939 visit to Edmonton. 


Tweed was issued with a commercial pilot licence in the fall of 1943. He then 
began a 33 year flying career with Canadian Pacific Airlines. When he retired he was 
a Boeing 747 captain. He then became Chief Pilot for Simpsonair of Fort Nelson 
which, at the time, was partly owned by his son Bill. 


At the time of writing Tweed lives in semi-retirement at Vernon, British 
Columbia. 


THOMSON, IVAN Fe 


Ivan Thomson spent early days in Lethbridge where his father, Dr. R.B.C. Thomson 
had a medical practice. 


Thomson along with many other young lads became interested in aviation after 
Lindberg flew the Atlantic in 1927. Thomson and his friend Art Larson constructed a 
glider and tried to fly it in 1929. They then formed the "Prairie Gliders" which was 
the forerunner of the Lethbridge Gliding Club. 


In 1930 Thomson began taking flying lessons with Southern Alberta Air Lines. He 
planned a career in aviation and was hopeful of opening up an air service in Medicine 
Hat with his friend Larson. By January of 1931 he had completed his tests for a 
private pilot licence. 


In February, Thomson arranged to take his friend, Donald Mackenzie, for a 
sightseeing flight around Lethbridge. Mackenzie took his camera with him as he 
wanted to take some aerial photos of the region. Shortly after take off the 
aircraft, Gipsy Moth, CF-ADJ, was seen circling north of the city. The aircraft was 
then observed to spiral into the ground and came to rest near the present North 
Stafford Drive and 3rd Avenue North. Both occupants of the airplane were killed in 
the crash. Thomson was 19 at the time. 
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THOMSON, G. HOMER 


Homer Thomson was a younger brother of Ivan Thomson and son of Dr. R.B.C. Thomson 
of Lethbridge. 


During the mid 1930's Thomson operated the Westminster Service Station in 
Lethbridge. The auto repair shop in the station was operated by C.H. Tweed who also 
owned Tweed Air Service. Thomson took his flying training from Tweed and obtained 
both a private and commercial pilot licence. 


Before Tweed left Lethbridge in February of 1937 he announced that his air 
service was to be left in charge of Thomson. Unfortunately the Gipsy Moth was 
damaged the day Tweed left! By June of that year the Gipsy Moth had been repaired 
and was back in Lethbridge. A month later the Gipsy Moth was again damaged during a 
landing at Cardston while being flown by Thomson. 


In the fall of 1937 Thomson purchased an Avro Avian, G-CANQ, which he flew until 
September of 1938 when it was involved in an accident. Thomson, who was flying the 
Avian at the time was not injured in the accident. 


In the summer of 1940 Thomson became a member of the first flying instructor team 
for the #5 EFTS at Lethbridge. 


Thomson was killed in action overseas during World War II. 


ZLMURCHYK, JOHN D. 


John Zmurchyk spent his youth in Lethbridge where he completed high school. He 
inherited a love of things mechanical from his father who was a machinist at the 
Lethbridge Iron Works. 


Zmurchyk was active with the Lethbridge Gliding Club from 1936 until it folded in 
late 1939. Most of the metal work and all of the welding required by the club was 
done by him. During this time he logged over 200 glider flights. 


Zmurehyk is perhaps best known for his mechanical ability. He operated an auto 
repair business in the Westminster Service Station which was owned by G.H. Thomson. 
The repair business had been operated by C.H. Tweed prior to Zmurchyk. In order to 
improve the performance of his motorcycle Zmurchyk had cast his own pistons. He 
later made a_ set of pistons for Tweed's Monocoupe. These worked extremely well but 
they had to be removed as these parts did not have an airworthiness approval. 


During World War II Zmurchyk worked as an aircraft maintenance engineer at #5 
EFTS at both Lethbridge and High River. After the war he worked for various aircraft 
companies. From 1953 until he retired in 1977 Zmurchyk was an Aeronautics Instructor 
at the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology in Calgary. 


At the time of writing Zmurchyk spends his winters in Arizona and summers in Calgary. 
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. Lrans-Canada Air .. 


~~ yTines 


Conoda’s National Air Service 
AIR MAIL - PASSENGERS - AIR EXPRESS 


Fast Regular Transcontinental Service 
connecting 
Seattle - Vancouver - Lethbridge - Calgary - 
Edmonton - Regina - Winnipeg - Toronto - Ottawa - 
Montreal. 


TCA planes ore Lockheed 14-H type, the most modern 
twin-engined commercial aircraft in the world. 


Trained efficient 
personnel. 


Two pilots, Captain ond 
First Officer, fly each 
plone. 


Radio Ronge for naovi- 
gational oid, Two-woy 
radio communication 
with dispatchers at 
ground stations. 


Stewardess service. 


Your nearest TCA or CNR ogent, or any Travel Agent 
will give you full particulars. 








